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To 


My  dear  young  Friends^ 

A  S  I  have  a  very  high  opinion  of 
the  goodnefs  of  your  hearts,  and 
am  deeply  interefted  in  your  future  hap- 
pinefs;  I  fhall  take  the  liberty  of  de- 
dicating to  you  a  work,  of  which  your 
conduct  and  your  requeft  were  the  ori- 
ginal occafion. 

I  HAVE,  throughout  the  whole,  ad- 
drefled  myfelf  in  the  Jingular  number, 
though  without  any  intention  of  ex- 
cluding any  of  you  from  an  equal  (hare 
in  my  regard;  but  merely,  that  eacb 
may  take  it  as  friendly  expoflulationa 
and  private  advice. 
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RELIGION  is  the  higheft  concern  of 
every  individual ;  and  therefore,  is  not 
diftinguifhed  (as  are  many  of  your  ac- 
complifhments)  by  being  peculiar  to 
either  fix,  or  to  difference  of  fitua- 
tion.  You  all  are  alike  obliged  to  pay 
obedience  to  the  laws  of  God,  to  the 
duties  of  focial  life,  and  to  the  re- 
gulation of  your  tempers  and  manners; 
for  which  reafon,  every  thing  that 
can  promote  thefe  important  defigns, 
fhould  engage  your  attention  and  re- 
gard. 

THE  concerns  of  this  life  are  of  no 
further  avail,  than  as  they  contribute 
to  form  your  fouls  for  the  enjoyment 
of  a  future  date.  This  is  but  a 
tranfitory  fituation:  a  very  few  years 
inay  finifh  your  exiftence  upon  earth, 
and  then  its  joys  or  its  forrows  will 
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be  paft  and  forgotten.  But  the  re- 
membrance of  youf  attiom,  the  plea- 
fure  of  your  good,  or  the  remorfe 
for  your  evil  deeds  will  never  be  ef- 
faced. Your  happinefs  or  mifery 
throughout  all  Eternity^  depends  up- 
on the  improvement  which  you  now 
make  of  the  advantages  you  enjoy. 

RECOLLECT  this  when  you  are  likely 
to  be  feduced  by  temptation :  and 
may  the  Almighty  Governor  6f  the 
world  take  you  into  his  protection, 
guard  you  from  the  evil  examples  of 
life,  and  conduct  you  in  the  paths 
of  virtue  to  a  happy  immortality  here- 
after. 

MAY  his  bleffing  attend  on  the  in- 
ftruclions  which  you  will  find  in  the 
following  pages,  and  difpofe  your 
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your  hearts    to  improve   by   the   truths 
which  they   contain. 

So  will  this  proof  of  my  friendfhip 
be  a  lading  advantage,  and  evince  to 
you,  with  what  fincerity  I  fubfcribe 
my  fell, 

Your  affectionate, 


INTRODUCTION. 


T  WENT  a  few  months  ago  to  pafs  fome 
time  with  an  intimate  friend  \vho  has 
feveral  children  ;  and  whofe  cuflom  it  ufu- 
ally  is  to  read  to  his  family  on  a  Sunday 
evening.  But  I  was  rather  furprifed  to  find, 
that  the  younger  part  of  his  auditors  appeared 
to  be  entirely  inattentive  to  the  ferious  truths 
which  were  contained  in  a  very  rational  and 
well  written  difcourfe. 

THE  eldeft  daughter  fat  for  fome  time 
liftening  with  great  earneftnefs ;  but  by  de- 
grees, her  eyes  grew  heavy,  her  head  in- 
clined alternately  on  either  fide,  till  (he  fell 
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into  a  .profound  fleep,  interrupted  only  by 
involuntary  ftarts  when  in  danger  of  falling. 
Her  fifter,  though  more  wakeful,  was  not 
better  engaged,  as  (lie  employed  herfelf  in 
counting  the  fpots  on  her  pocket  handker- 
chief, and  afterward  in  tying  it  into  vari- 
ous forms  ;  which,  by  attracting  the  obfer- 
vation  of  her  brothers,  feemed  to  engage  them 
much  more  than  any  thing  they  might  have 
heard  from  their  father. 

I  TOOK  the  liberty,  therefore,  the  next 
morning  to  remonftrate  with  them  on  the 
impropriety  of  fuch  behaviour  ;  and  received 
for  anfwer,  that  they  could  not,  when  they 
had  taken  the  utmoft  pains  to  underftand 
what  their  father  had  been  reading,  at  all 
comprehend  it  :  and  therefore,  if  they  did 
not  in  fome  manner  amufe  themfelves,  it 
would  be  impoflible  to  keep  awake  ;  as  fuch 
a  long  and  filent  confinement  fo  much  dif- 
pofed  them  to  be  drowfy,  that  they  could 
not  refrain  from  flecp  :  but  that,  if  the  fub- 
jefts  were  fiuted  to  the  level  of  their  capa- 
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cities,  they  fliould  very  Tiillingly  attend :  and 
concluded  with  a  fervent  wim,  that  they  had 
more  religious  books  which  they  could  com- 
prehend. 

THIS  reply,  I  muft  acknowledge,  appeared 
to  me  to  be  founded  in  nature  and  truth. 
For  how  can  the  mind  be  expefted  to  at- 
tend  to  thofe  inftruftions  which  are  beyond 
its  powers  to  conceive  ?  and  how  can  our 
conduct  be  influenced  by  thofe  arguments, 
whofe  force  we  are  deftitute  of  abilities  to 
difcern  ? 

THE  fubjecT:  which  my  friend  was  engaged 
in  reading,  on  the  evening  to  which  I  have 
above  alluded,  was,  The  folly  and  mifchief 
of  religious  zeal,  when  not  guided  by  the 
fpirit  of  charity,  and  directed  in  its  exertions 
by  the  rules  of  prudence  :  and  though  it 
was  handled  in  a  mafterly  and  convincing 
manner,  the  ftyle  was  far  fuperior  to  the  weak 
and  puerile  ideas  of  children. 
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IN  hope,  therefore,  of  engaging  their  re- 
fle6Hons  on  the  duties  of  life,  by  fuiting  the 
arguments  to  their  prefent  circumftances  and 
comprehenfions,  I  have  -  engaged  in  the  fol- 
lowing work  :  and  fincerely  with  it  may  an- 
fwer  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was  written. 


COURSE    OF     LECTUREES 


SUNDAY     I. 


ON     A     HABIT     OF     ATTENTION'. 

rTPHOUGH    there  are    many  things,   my  dear, 

of    which    at    prefent    you     are    ignorant; 

yet    you   well   know,   that  knowledge  is  only   to 

be    acquired   by   a   defire    to    be   informed ;     and 

if.  you    do  not    endeavour    to   liften  to  thofe   in- 

ftru&ions   which  you  receive  either  at   church  or 

at  home,   you  certainly  muft  lofe  the  benefit  of 
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improvement,   and  will    flill  continue   in  a  ftate 
of  ignorance. 

THOUGH,  at  prefent,  you  are  incapable  of 
underftanding  evety  thing  that  you  may  hear,  yet 
this  ability  is  not  to  be  acquired  by  neglect  : 
while  you  fpend  your  time  in  play,  and  employ 
your  thoughts  on  toys  and  trifles,  fuch  parts  of 
a  difcourfe  as  might  be  fuited  to  your  capacity, 
and  calculated  to  enlighten  your  mind,  will  be 
pafled  over  with  equal  negligence  as  the  reft. 

YOUNG  as  you  are,  you  have  been  inftrufted, 
that  there  is  a  God  who  obferves  all  your  ac- 
tions ;  you  have  been  taught  your  duty  to  him 
as  your  Creator  and  Preferver  :  you  know  like- 
\vife  what  are  your  obligations  to  your  fellow 
creatures  ;  and  that  a  regard  to  a  right  conduct, 
and  the  practice  of  virtue,  is  a  duty  that  you  owe 
tojoxr/elf. — It  is  a  part  therefore  of  the  perform- 
ance of  thofe  duties,  to  do  all  in  your  power 
to  improve  in  knowledge  ;  to  learn  every  day 
more  and  more  in  what  thofe  obligations  corfift  ; 
what  are  the  fins  you  ftiould  particularly  en- 
deavour to  avoid,  and  the  virtues  you  are  moft 
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called  upon  to  praftife.  As  you  advance  in 
years  your  o;  portunities  of  ufefulnefs  will  be 
Jncreafed :  but  even  at  prtfent  you  have  fame 
things  incumbent  upon  you  to  obferve  ;  and 
the  Almighty  will  be  as  watchful  over  jour 
conduct,  as  over  thofe  who  are  your  fuperiors 
in  age. 

EVERY  ftate,  my  dear,  has  its  particular  du- 
ties to  fulfil.  To  acquire  a  clear  idea  of  what 
God  expects  from  you  at  this  period  of  your 
life,  is  what  I  now  mean  particularly  to  recom- 
mend ;  and  to  this  end,  you  mud  liften  with  a 
defign  of  improving,  by  the  advice  of  your  older 
friends.  You  muft  not  allow  yourfelf  to  be 
impatient  when  they  reprove,  or  negligent  when 
they  would  inftruft  you ;  nor  muft  you  on 
any  account,  if  you  defign  to  render  your  be- 
haviour pleafing  to  the  Deity,  forget  the  ferious 
admonitions  you  receive ;  fince  in  that  cafe, 
you  will  refemble  thofe  hearers  whom  our  Saviour 
defcribes  in  one  of  Jiis  parables,  as  receiving 
the  word  into  ftony  ground,  or  into  a  barren 
foil,  where,  for  want  of  earth,  the  feed  which 
B  2 
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was  fown  withered  away.  The  meaning  of 
which  is,  that  what  you  may  learn  from  read- 
ing, or  your  friends  may  be  fo  kind  as  to 
teach  you,  will  be  of  no  ufe,  unlefs  you  re- 
Jblve  to  aft  as  you  are  defired.  A  determined 
ibedience  to  thofe  inftru&ions  is  therefore  evi- 
dently your  prefent  duty ;  fince.  though  you 
may  have  fufficient  fenfe  to  comprehend  what 
you  are  taught,  it  will  never  "  fpring  up," 
or  bring  the  fruits  of  virtue  to  perfection,  un- 
lefs it  be  fown  in  good  ground:— unlefs  you  reflect 
ib  feriouQy  on  the  confequence  of  your  aftions, 
as  to  refolve  to  obferve  the  precepts  of  religion, 
and  regulate  your  life  by  the  directions  of  truth. 

WHAT  is  above  your  comprehenfion,  entreat 
your  parents  to  explain ;  and  if  you  endeavour 
to  difcover  the  fenfe  of  any  author  you  may 
read,  or  any  difcourfe  you  may  attend  to,  you 
will  find,  that  your  abilities  will  be  improved; 
and  what  might  appear  difficult  to  you  upon  a 
flight  perufal,  or  a  tranfient  thought,  will  be 
more  clearly  underftood  upon  mature  reflec- 
tion, and  a  ferious  and  frequent  confideration 
of  the  fubjeft.— But  as  your  mind  is  at  prc- 
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fent  too  volatile  to  expeft  a  continued  atten- 
tion, I  fhall  conclude  my  prefent  exhortation, 
with  the  hope,  that  as  the  contents  of  this  little 
work  are  fuch  as  arc  highly  interesting,  and 
of  the  utmoft  importance,  you  will  favor  them 
with  a  candid  and  an  attentive  perufsd* 
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SUNDAY     II. 


TRUTH. 


rT^HE   neceflity  of  eftablifhing  a  character  for 

veracity    is   fo    obvious,    that  1-  fhall    per- 

liopo   rather    offend    you,    by  -fappflftug'  there    is 

A    any  need  to  recommend  it.      But  as    young    per- 

fons,    »  —  parliculM7    are    fometimes   drawn    into 

,     r       "     ,  •/  A/  :  jk»*c+4<r*+*6-^ 
error  by  furpnie.   I—  wuum  wuiii   'yuu.    my    d 
- 


\  .  . 

to  bj  upon   your  guartfj   as  o^  deviation   will  oe 

attended  with  lafling  conferences  of  evil. 


a 


THE  fear  of  prefent  fhame,  is,  in  general, 
ftrong  incentive  to  deceit :  and  to  hide  the  neg- 
le&  of  a  duty,  or  excufe  the  commiflion  of  an 
error,  the  aggravated  guilt  of  a  lie  is  added  to 
the  tranfgreflion.  When  an  untruth  is  detected 
(as  one  time  or  other  it  will  be)  the  character 
of  fincerity  is  always  fufpefted.  In  vain  may 
you  promife  amendment,  or  affurc  your  friends 
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of  your  repentance;  the  bond  of  reliance  is 
broken  ;  for  who  can  give  credit  to  the  word  of 
a  liar?  Thofe  who  have  once  deceived  us,  we 
are  apt  in  future  to  treat  with  contempt.  All 
confidence  in  them  is  abolifhed,  till  by  a  long  and 
jleady  adherence  to  truth,  they  have  retrieved  their 
loft  honor,  and  engaged  us  to  renew  our  depend- 
ance  upon  them. 

EVERY  deviation  from  a  known  duty  is  dan- 
gerous ;  and  to  admit  the  appearance  of  evil, 
is,  to  verge  toward  the  commiflion  of  a  crime. 
Temptations  to  deny  the  truth  may  every  day 
occur;  and  unlefs  you  refolutely  determine  to 
abide  any  inconvenience  rather  than  forfeit  your 
veracity,  you  will  certainly  be  enfnared  into  the 
commiflion  of  this  dangerous  fin.  In  the  fifth 
chapter  of  the  fecond  book  of  Kings,  a  ftriking 
hiflory  is  recorded  of  the  lie  which  Gekazi,  the 
fervant  of  the  prophcl  Elijha^  told  his  mafter  con- 
cerning the  gifts  which  he  had  received  from 
Naamait,  a  noble  Syrian,  who  had  come  to  Sa- 
maria, to  be  healed  by  him  of  the  leprofy,  a  fore 
and  difagreeable  diforder  with  which  he  had 
been  long  aSli&ed.  This  nobleman  had  been 
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informed  by  a  little  maid,  whom  the  Syrians  had 
taken  captive  in  their  wars  with  the  children 
of  Ifrael,  that  there  was  in  her  country,  a  pro- 
phet, who  God  had  endued  with  power  to  heal 
difeafes:  to  him  fhe  advifed  her  mafler  to  apply 
for  relief.  The  noble  Naaman  determined  to  try 
the  experiment,  and  with  a  train  of  followers 
befitting  his  rank,  and  a  recommendation  from 
the  King  his  mafler,  fet  forward  to  make  the  at- 
tempt. When  he  arrived  at  Samaria  he  went 
immediately  to  the  monarch  of  IJreul^  to  whom 
his  letter  was  addrefled,  and  implored  his  aflift- 
ance  for  his  recovery.  Jehoram,  who  reigned  at 
that  time,  was  exceedingly  diflurbed  at  the  mef- 
fage,  and  imagined  that  the  King  of  Ajfyria,  with 
•whom  he  was  frequently  at  war,  fought,  by  a 
requeft  which  it  was  out  of  his  power  to  comply 
with,  to  make  a  pretence  of  quarrel ;  and  ac- 
cordingly rent  his  cloaths  a$  a  mark  of  his  forrow 
on  the  occafion. 

Eli/ha,  as  foon  as  this  a£lion  was  told  him, 
fent  to  Jehoram,  with  an  enquiry  to  Jcnow  why 
he  had  been  fo  hafty  and  difcontented  ?  and  t« 
that  Naaman  might  be,  fent  to  him,  and 
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he  fhould  knenv  that  there  was  a  prophet  in 
Ifracl;  who,  by  the  afliftance  of  God,  could  ef- 
fect the  difficult  cure,  which  Benhadad  had  en* 
treated  the  king  to  accomplifh.  In  confequer.ee 
of  this  meffage  Naaman  was  di  unified  to  JLliJha9 
who  fent  him  word  by  his  fervant  to  go  and 
wafh  feven  times  in  Jordan,  (one  of  the  rivers  of 
SamariaJ  and  he  fhould  be  perfectly  healed.  The 
Syrian  nobleman,  who  thought  his  rank,  and  the 
fplendor  of  his  equipage  claimed  a  greater  de- 
gree of  refpeft,  was  offended  that  the  prophet  did 
not  invite  him  into  his  houfe,  put  his  hand  on 
the  place,  and  command  a  cure :  and  very  foolifh- 
ly  argued,  that  the  remedy  prefcribed  was  fo 
Jimple  that  he  imagined  no  benefit  would  arife 
from  obeying  it ;  that  Alana  and  Pbarpar,  rivers 
of  Damafctu  (his  own  city)  were  larger  and  better 
than  all  the  waters  of  Ifrael;  and  therefore  he 
might  as  well  wafh  in  them  and  be  clean  ;  and 
with  this  angry  and  diffatisfied  difpofition,  would 
have  left  the  city  without  trying  the  effeft  of 
the  prophet's  advice.'  But  his  attendants,  with 
more  reafori,  reprefented  to  him,  that  as  he  had 
taken  the  journey  in  expectation  of  relief,  he 
had  better  try  the  efficacy  of  the  waters  which 
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were  recommended,  and  that  if  he  had  been  or- 
dered fome  great  and  expenfive  mean,  difficult 
to  procure,  and  unpleafing  in  the  application, 
he  would,  without  hefitation,  have  joyfully 
complied  ;  and  it  was  certainly  much  more  eafy, 
•when  he  was  only  told  to  wafh  and  be  clean. 
Convinced  by  thefe  juft.  and  judicious  arguments, 
he  fubmitted  to  the  method  propofed,  and  to 
his  aftonifhment  and  fatisfaftion,  found  himfeif 
immediately  reftored  to  health. 

WITH  the  warmeft  fentiments  of  gratitude  he 
then  returns  to  the  prophet,  acknowledges  him- 
feif a  convert  to  the  belief  of  the  true  God,  and 
offers  (bme  rich  prefents  as  a  return  to  Elijbay 
for  the  obligation,  which  by  his  means  he  had 
received.  Thefe,  however,  were  generoufly  re- 
fufed  ;  and  Naammt^  after  prefling  his  acceptance 
of  the  gift,  fet  forward,  with  a  thankful  heart, 
on  his  return. 

BUT  Gfkazt,  who  waited  on  the  prophet,  and 
whofe  avarice  repined  at  the  benevolence  of  his 
matter,  determined  that  the  Syrian  fhould  not  fo 
efcape.  He  ran  after  the  carriage,  there- 
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fore,  and  being  perceived  by  the  grateful  noble- 
man, he  immediately  flopped  to  receive  his  mef- 
fage,  with  an  affeftionate  enquiry .  whether  his 
mafter  was  well  ?  GtbazL,  with  a  ready  falfhood, 
replied,  that  no  accident  had  happened  ;  but 
that  two  young  men  of  the  fons  of  the  prophets 
having  unexpectedly  arrived  from  Mount  Ephraim, 
his  mafter  Lad  fent  him  to  beg  for  them,  a 
talent  of  filver  and  two  changes  of  raiment. 
This  Naaman  readily  complies  with,  and  delires 
his  acceptance  of  tiva  talents  of  filver,  which 
were  bound  in  two  bags  with  the  garments, 
and  carried  by  his  fervant,  before  the  treacher- 
ous Gehazi,  who  beftowcd,  that  is,  hid  them  in 
the  houfe,  and  then  returned  to  wait  upon 
Elijka.  The  prophet,  who  was  confcious  of 
the  iniquity  of  his  fervant,  enquired  where  he 
had  been  ?  To  which,  with  the  rnoft  audacious 
appearance  of  innocence,  he  arifwered,  "  Thy 
fervant  went  no  whither."  Shocked  at  the 
wickednefs  of  this  denial,  the  prophet  at  once 
confounds  and  punifhes  his  guilt  by  this  anfwer. 
"  Went  not  mine  heart  with  thee,  when  the 
man  turned  again  from  his  chariot  to  meet 
thee?  Is  it  a  time  to  receive  money,  and  to 
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receive  garments,  and  poffeflions  ?  Therefore  the 
leprofy  of  Naaman  (hall  cleave  unto  thee  and  to 
thy  feed  for  ever.  And  he  went  out  from  his 
prefence,"  adds  the  hiftorian,  "  a  leper  as  white 
as  fnow." 

THIS  ftory  is  an  example,  among  many,  of 
one  fault  being  the  occafion  of  another ;  and 
fhould  teach  you  at  all  times  to  avoid  doing 
a  wrong  aftion ;  fince  there  is  no  certainty  where 
the  guilt  or  the  evil  may  flop.  When  Gehazi 
firft  formed  the  covetous  plan  of  wifhing  for 
fome  of  the  gifts  which  his  mafter  had  rejected, 
he  could  find  no  way  to  accomplifh  his  defire, 
but  by  the  invention  of  a  lie :  and  when,  by 
the  undeferved  confidence  of  the  Syrian  Lord,  he 
had  procured  the  riches  which  he  folicited,  the 
temptation  became  ftill  greater  to  conceal  it  from 
his  mafter  by  a  fecond  falfhood. 

BUT  remember,  my  good  young  friend,  what- 
ever may  be  your  inclination  to  deceive,  or 
however  neceflary  it  may  appear  for  your  in- 
tereft  to  difguife  the  truth,  that  although  there 
is  no  prophet  to  difcover  your  guilt,  yet  the  fame 
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God,  who  endued  Elijba  with  that  power,  is 
ever  prefent  to  obferve  and  to  punifh  your,  wick- 
ednefs.  Think  therefore  with  yourfelf,  when 
you  are  incited  to  deviate  from  the  truth,  that 
although  you  may  efcape  dete&ion  from  your 
friends,  or  thofe  with  whom  you  are  conne£be^ 
yet  the  awful  qu^ftion  may  be  applied  to  you, 
"  Went  not  mine  heart  with  thee,  when  the 
man  turned  again  from  his  chariot?"  That  is, 
that  however  fccrct  the  lie  may  appear  .to  bej 
however  unfufpec~lcd  you  may  at  prefent, efcape  ; 
yet  God,  who  is  at  all  times  the  witriefs  of 
every  action,  and  .is  acquainted  with  every 
thought,  will  certainly,  unlefs  yoij  fmcerely  re- 
pent, punifh  your  crimes  hereafter. 

BEFORE  the  coming  of  drift ^  God  a&ed  as 
the  peculiar  Governor  of  the  Jewifi  nation  : 
and  as  a  fqture  ftate  was  not  then  fo  clearly  re- 
vealed, ^heir  laws  were  fuited  to  the  nature  of 
their  fituation  at  that  time.  Hence  you  will 
find,  that  temporal  punifhrnenta  were  affignedj 
and  temporal  rewards  propofed,  to  engage  their 
obedience:  fuch  as,  that  God  would  blcfs  them 
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and  their  pofterity  with  health  and  long  life ; 
with  a  fruitful  land ;  with  peace  and  plenty ; 
jf  they  behaved  according  to  his  commands ; 
but  if  they  afted  wickedly,  then  he  would  de* 
ftroy  th«m ;  would  give  them  to  their  enemies 
for  (laves ;  would  make  them  miferable,  through 
ill  health ;  and  fend  the  horrors  of  famine  upon 
them;  fo  that  they  (hould  have  nothing  to  eat. 
And  therefore  the  punifhment  of  Gebazi,  in  the 
prefent  inftance,  is,  that  he  and  his  children,  if  ever 
he  had  any,  fhould  fuffer  with  the  fore  and 
Jhocking  diforder  of  a  leprofy ;  as  a  warning 
to  others,  not  to  be  guilty  of  the  like  crimes. 
And  the  reafon  that  this  feemingly  fevere  chaf- 
tifement  was  to  be  continued  to  his  children, 
might  be  ;  that  when  in  after  times  people  en- 
quired, luhy  this  diforder  afflicted  all  the  race 
of  Gekazi?  they  might  be  informed,  that  one 
of  their  progenitors  had  offended  God  by  the 
ivickednefs  of  lying  :  and  hence  be  taught  the 
importance  of  an  adherence  to  truth,  and  how 
unplealing  a  contrary  condu£l  is  to  the  Divine 
Governor  of  the  world. 

As  every  example  and  every  precept  in  the 
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Scriptures  is  written  for  your,  inftruftton,  you 
fhould  ferioufly  confider,  that  if  God  fo  feverely 
punifhed  Gekaz,i9  who  had  never  had  the  ble fling 
of  that  purer  revelation,  which  CItrift  came  into 
the  world  to  make  known  ;  you  muft  not  expect 
that  he  will  be  lefs  difpleafed  with  you,  although 
he  may  not  think  proper  to  punifh  you  imme- 
diately. Nor  is  this  fin  confined  to  fach  inflances 
as  feem  to  be  important  in  themfelves :  the 
crime  may  be  aggravated  indeed  by  circum- 
ftanccs  ;  but  if  it  be  occafioned  by  an  accident 
the  moft  trifling,  ftiil  as  an  untruth  it  is  extreme- 
ly wicked,  and  th«  comrnifiion  will  undoubt- 
edly meet  its  deferved  condemnation. 

WILL  you,  therefore,  ever  be  perfuaded  to 
lofe  the  approbation  of  your  friends,  the  fatjf- 
faftion  of  an  approving  confcicnce,  and  above 
all,  do  a  deed  which  will  difpleafe  the  Almighty, 
to  fave  yourfelf  from  a  prefent  inconvenience, 
or  to  acquire  a  prefent  benefit  ?  If  you  reflect 
ferioufly  upon  the  fubjeft,  can  any  thing  be  worth 
fuch  a  facrifice  ?  Will  any  gratification  recom- 
pence  you  for  the  miferabie  confcioufnefs  of 
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having  fwerved  from  your  duty  in  this  inftance  ; 
for  the  dread  of  dete&ion  ;  the  fear  of  fhame  ; 
and,  if  difcovered,  the  certain  lofs  of  your  ho- 
nor  and  reputation?  Could  you  bear  to  have 
-your  fidelity  liable  to  fufpicioh  ?  and  not  to  ob- 
tain the  credit  of  belief  in  other  affairs,  where 
you  might  be  more  linccre  !  Recollect  thefe  argu- 
ments then,  when  you  are  tempted  to  tranfgrefs; 
and  beg  of  God  to  fortify  your  mind  with 
ftrength  to  refill  temptation. 

BE  affured,  that  if  you  have  committed  an 
error,  the  mod  noble  reparation  will  be  to  ac- 
knowledge it.  No  one  is  absolutely  perfect ; 
but  it  is  defpicable  and  mean  to  deny  a  fault, 
and  hide  a  failing,  at  the  expence  of  truth. 
the  motive,  if  it  be  to  fave  your  reputation,  is 
highly  erroneous;  fince  honefty,  upon  all  occa- 
jHons,  is  the  only  true  foundation  of  lading  re- 
fpeft.  Other  offences  may  meet  with  more  com- 
paflion  and  e.xcufe  ;  but  a  liar  will  always  be 
branded  with  infamy,  ani  his  character  meet 
with  deteflation  and  contempt. 
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SUNDAY     III. 


ON     READING     THE     SCRIPTURES. 

r  F  you  read  the  Bible  without  attention, 
think  it  a  hardfhip,  and  regard  it  as  a  tafk, 
you  will  find  no  delight,  nor  gain  any  improve- 
ment from  the  ftudy  of  it.  Confider  that  it  is 
the  book  which  you  fhould  conftantly  perufe,  to 
teach  you  your  duty  to  God,  and  to  inftru& 
you  in  what  he  has  commanded  and  what  forbid* 
den  to  be  done. 

THE  fame  laws  which  he  enjbined  to  the 
Jews,  he  requires  nvw  of  Chri/Haus,  except  thofe 
which  were  of  a  ceremonious  fort ;  fuch  as 
their  facrifices,  their  going  up  t6  Jerujalem^  and 
others  of  the  like  kind,  which  your  parents  will 
teach  you  to  diftinguifii.  But  the  Ten  Com- 
mandments remain  in  the  fame  force  ;  and  God 
will  be  as  much  difpleafed  with  thofe  who  dif» 
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obey  them  n&w.  as  when  they  were  iirft  given 
to  Mofes  at  Mount  Sinai.  When  therefore  you 
take  the  name  of  God  in  vain,  either  by  fwear- 
ing,  or  by  what  is 'too  commonly  praclifed  by 
thofe  who  efleem  themfelves  thoughtful  and  ic- 
ligious,  by  repeating  the  words  of  Lord,  God,  or 
Chrfi  ;  and  calling  upon-  their  Maker  as  an  ex- 
clamation, which  they  ufe  without  reflection, 
upon  every  trifling  occanon :  this  is  to  break 
.the  third  commandment.— Nor  is  an  ill-tempered 
fullennefs,  or  infolent  rudenefs  to  your  parents? 
when  they  kindly  offer  you  their  advice,  or  endea- 
vour to  inftruft  you.  lefs  a  breach  of  the  fifth. 
'  ' 

To  take  what  is  not  your  own,  or  to  pilfer 
from  your -companions  any  thing  which  belongs 
to  them,  becaufe  it  fuits  your  inclination  ;  will 
certainly  come  under  the  guilt  of  jlealing.  For 
V'ickednefs  is  as  much  deferving  of  condemnation, 
if  exercifed  in  circumftances  which  are  indif- 
ferent in  themfelves,  as  when  excited  by  more 
powerful  temptations  ;  iince  it  is  the  iytentisn 
of  the  mind  which  conftitutes  the  guilt  of  an  ac- 
tion :  and  if  you  take  a  toy  or  a  trinket,  knowing 
it  to  belong  to  another,  you  are  certainly  guilty 
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of  a  breacli  of  that  commandment  which  ordains, 
«'  Thou  flialt  not  deal." 

To  defive  the  poflfe (lions  of  your  neighbours 
in  an  undue  degree  ;  to  wifh  for  their  cloaths, 
their  money,  or  any  thing  which  they  poffefs, 
fo  as  to  be  diflatisfied  with  your  own  ;  is  a  vio- 
lation of  that  law  which  forbids  you  to  covet: 
and  fo  of  the  red,  which  are  not  lefs  binding 
for  having  been  long  delivered  ;  but  will  ever  re- 
main of  eternal  force  and  obligation. 

THAT  God  who  was  the  ruler  and  governor 
of'  the  Ifraelittt)  though  he  does  not  now  fo 
viftb'.y  lead  his  people  by  the  fiery  pillar  which 
gave  light  to  them,  but  was  a  cloud  of  darknefs 
to  their  enemies,  is  dill  the  fame  God;  is  equally 
•watchful  over  the  Chriftians;  obferves  their  obe- 
dience with  approbation,  and  is  prefent  to  every 
fecre't  thought  of  the  mod  youthful  of  his  chil- 
dren. He  beholds  every  druggie  between  duty 
and  inclination,  and  will  reward  them  for  every 
facrifice  which  they  make  to  virtue. 

WHEN     they    are   excited    by   the   exampl§3 
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which  were  recorded  for  their  inflruftion,  to 
do  well,  and  to  imitate  what  is  right  ;  they  may 
be  certain,  though  obferved  by  no  earthly  , eye, 
"  that  they  ftiall  in  no  wife  lofc  their  reward  ; 
for  their  Father  who  feeth  in  fecret,  himfelf 
will  reward, them  openly^* 

WHEN,  therefore,  you  are  permitted  to  read 
the  Scriptures,  endeavour  to  attend  ferioufly  to> 
them  :  and  what  you  do  not  underftand^  $e.hre 
fome  of  your  older  friends  to  e^plain.u  Re- 
member what  they  tell  you,  and  think  of  it  when 
you  meet  with  the  fame  paffages  again.  Thit 
.will  make  you  find  greater  pleafure,  in  the  em- 
ployment ;  for  it  is  tirefome  to  peruf$  any  thing 
which  we  do  Hot  comprehend, 

BUT,  perhaps,  you  will  be  apt  to  imagine, 
that  the  commands  of  the  Almighty  are  not 
defigned  to  affect  you :  that  your  jouth  will  ex- 
cufe  you  from  obeying  them ;  and  therefore,  that 
it  is  of  little  cenfequence  to  take  fuch  a  degree 
'of  trouble.  In  this  opinion  you  will  be  much 
miftaken.  It  is  neceffary  to  know  your  duty  before 
you  can  pratffi  it  j  and  if  you  take  no  pain*  to 
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enquire  what  God  expefts  fiom  you;    I  am   afraid 
you  will  take  dill  lefs,  to  dt  what  he  commands. 

Samuel,  though  but  a  child,  was  favored  by 
the-  Lord,  with  a  revelation  of  what  was  to  befal 
the  family  of  Eli;  for  it  is  the  gndn.*fe  of  the 
Leart  that  will  be  regarded  by  God,  and  not 
the  age  of  thofe  who  pray  to  him.  lie  hath 
enjoined  you  to  feek  him  early  in  the  days  of 
your  youth;  and  therefore  you  need  never  be 
difcouraged  with  the  idea  that,  as  a  child,  you 
are  but  of  little  confequence  ;  for  God  watchsth 
over  the  thoughts  of  every  infant  mind,  and  is 
well  pleafed  when  he  beholds  the  earned  en- 
deavours of  the  kaft  of  his  creatures  to  be  goid^ 
and  to  deferve  his  favor. 

You  are  not  to  expect  that  your  piety  will 
make  you  diftinguifhed  in  the  fame  manner  as 
Samuel,  becaufe  he  ivas  defigned  to  be  a  prophet; 
and  no  one,  finee  the  death  of  Gbrift  and  his 
Apoftles,  have  that  gift  beftowed  upon  them. 
But  this  inftance  may  convince  you,  that  the 
favor  of  God,  and  his  obfervance  of  human  ac-  ^ 
tions,  is  not  confined  to  any  particular  age,  but 
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that  all  are  equally  the   care   of  his   providence,, 
and  fhare  alike  in  his  notice. 

IP,  then,  you  endeavour  to  Team  your  duty, 
and  are  refolved  to  pra£Hfe  it,  young  as  you 
are,  you  may  be  capable  of  doing  much  good  in. 
the  xvorld.  Your  acquaintance  \viii  be  incited, 
fiom  your  example^  td^'imkate  what  they  will 
find  every  one  ready  to  recommend.  Your 
parents  \vill  be  made  happy  by  the  pleafuie 
of  feeing  you  fuch  as  they  wifh  you  to  become} 
and  will  be  thankful  to  God  for  the  blefling  of 
fuch  a  good  child.  They  will  be  always 
ready  to  truft  your  promifes,  becaufe  they  know, 
that  when  they  are  abfent  you  will  confider  your- 
feif  as  in  GjJ's  prefence;  and  therefore  will  not 
do  any  thing  that  is  wrong,  while  you  remem- 
ber that  he  rs  the  awful  witnefs  of  your  actions. 
And  fhall  you  not  rejoice,  my  dear,  to  gain  the 
confidence  of  thofe  friends  whom  you  love,  and 
who  are  fo  kind  and  fo  attentive  to  you  ? 

I  am  fure  this  eonfideration  will  have  weight 
with  every  worthy  mind  ;  and  a  good  child  muft 
rejoice  to  fee  the  delight  of  an  affectionate  fa- 
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Irier,  when  he  furveys  with  pleafure  the  im- 
provements of  his  beloved  offspring ;  or  the 
raptures  of  a  tender  mother,  when  fhe  per- 
ceives any  new  inilance  of  virtue  in  the  objcft 
of  her  fondeft  regard. 

THE  bappinefs  of  parents,  my  young  friend, 
is  fo  connected  with  the  goodnefe  of  their  children, 
that  if  they  arc  undutiful,  negligent,  and  wick- 
ed, it  muft  give  fuch  affliction  and  trouble,  as 
no  other  comforts  can  counterbalance.  Can  you 
bear  the  thought  of  making  them  unhappy,  whofe 
whole  aim  in  life  is  to  promote  jour  felicity  ? 
Can  you  receive  with  fullennefs  and  ill-humour 
that  advice  which  is  defigned  entirely  for  your 
good  ?  Recollect  how  anxioufly  they  endeavour 
to  provide  for  all  your  wants:  to  their  kindnefs 
you  are  indebted  for  your  food,  your  cloathing, 
and  every  convenience  which  you  enjoy.  And 
though  this  care  and  attention  is  their  duty  ;  to 
refpeft,  to  love,  to  reverence,  and  obey  them  is 
no  lefs^oar/;  and  what  God  will  at  undoubtedly 
expect  from  you. 

To  be  obedient  to  your  parents,  is  one  of 
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the  firft  obligations  which  you  can  perform  in 
life  ;  and  is  the  only  return  in  your  power  to 
make  for  thofe  continual  favors  which  you  daily 
receive.  "  Honor  then  thy  father  arid  thy  mo- 
ther, that  thy  days  may  be  long  in  the  land, 
which  the  Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee." 
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S '  U  N  D  A  r     IV. 


ON     SOCIAL     DUTY. 

T  X  f  HEM  God  made  the  world,  his  wifdom 
gave  to  mankind  a  power  of  fpeech, 
reafon,  and  refle&ion,  which  he  beftowed  on. 
no  other  creature ;  and,  as  human  nature  is 
iubjeft  to  many  wants,  and  is  too  weak  Jinglj 
to  provide  for  itfelf,  the  Almighty  has  ordained 
that  we  {hould  live  together  ;  and  that  num- 
bers, by  helping  each  other,  {hould  procure 
thofe  conveniences  which  no  man  alone  could 
obtain. 

THIS  union,  my  dear,  is'  called  a  ftate  of 
fociety  ;  and  every  child  who  is  born  is  termed 
a  member,  or  one  of  that  fociety.  That  is, 
another  addition  to  the  number  of  people  in 
the  world  :  and  every  perfon  has  fome  duties 
to  perform,  which  are  known  by  the  name  of 
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Social  duties;  becaufe  if  it  were  poflible  for  you 
to  live  quite  alone,  thofe  duties  would  not  be 
exerted.  For,  had  you  not  parents,  you  could 
not  obey  them  ;  had  you  not  brothers  or  fillers, 
you  could  not  love  them  ;  had  you  not  friends, 
or  inftruclors,  you  could  not  be  thankful  and 
attentive  to  them  ;  and  if  you  knew  no  perfons 
•who  were  poor  and  wretched,  you  could  not 
be  kind  and  charitable. 

WHILE  you  are  young  it  becomes  you  to  be 
dutiful  to  your  fuperiors  ;  and  whatever  is  the 
Itation  in  which  Providence  has  thought  fit  to 
place  you,  to  endeavour,  by  every  kind  atten- 
tion in  your  power  to  promote  the  happinefs 
of  thofe  connected  with  you.  Each  inflance, 
therefore,  of  fullennefs  when  you  are  reproved, 
of  anger  when  difappointed,  and  petulance  and 
ill-humour  when  you  meet  with  contradiction, 
is  a  certain  failure  in  your  duty  as  a  focial  be- 
ing. Whenever  you  are  tempted  to  offend  in 
this  refpe£t,  recoiled  that  your  conduft  is  no- 
ticed by  a  higher  power  than  thofe  who  gave 
you  offence ;  that  moft  probably  the  advice 
which  you  difapprove,  is  entirely  defigned  to 
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promote  your  welfare;  that  though  fuch  admo- 
nitions may  be  wounding  to  your  pride,  the  fure 
mark  of  a  noble  mind  is  to  improve  by  every 
hint  which  is  afforded  to  guide  it  through  life  : 
and  be  affured,  the  time  <n>///  come  when  experi- 
ence will  alter  your  prefent  opinions,  and  con- 
vince you  of  thofe  errors  of  which  you  now  re- 
fufe  to  be  corrected. 

BUT  even  admitting  that  your  friends  fhould 
be  to  blame,  allowing  that  they  fhould  treat  you 
with  feverity,  or  miftake  your  motive,  and 
blame  you  with  ill-nature  :  in  fuch  a  cafe  you 
muft  confole  yourfelf  with  the  reflection,  that 
however  others  may  provoke  you,  j-ou  will  b«« 
calm,  apd  govern  your  temper ;  and  that  fuch 
a  conduct  will  infure  to  you  the  approbation 
of  that  God,  whom  no  outward  appearance  can 
deceive,  and  no  weaknefs  miflead  ;  but  that  his 
goodnefs  will  recompence  every  attempt  which 
is  made,  and  aflift  every  endeavour  to  excel  in 
virtue.  From  the  faults  of  others  you  fhould 
endeavour  to  correct  your  own  ;  and  while 
you  fuffer  unmerited  ill-humour,  remember  the 
D  2 
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-fame    bad    qualities   will    produce    equal    abhor- 
rence in   vourfelf. 


ETERY  individual,  be  his  rank  in  life  over 
fo  obfcure,  can  at  the  mofl  early  age  contri- 
bute, by  his  good  behaviour,  to  the  felicity  of 
thofe  about  him ;  and  to  eafe  the  burden  of 
care,  and  give  afliftance  to  each  other,  is  to  pro- 
mote that  wife  and  benevolent  defign  which  our 
Maker  defigned  in  the  creation  of  man. 

As  this  is  a  ftate  of  trial,  you  will  meet 
-with  no  character  without  imperfection  ;  and 
.therefore  when  you  -difcover  any  failings  in  tho'fe 
\\  ho  have  the  care  of  your  education,  you  are 
not  to  retort  with  infolence  upon  them,  and  fay, 
"  they  require  thofe  virtues  from  you,  which 
they  themfelves  fail  to  praftife."  For  though 
undoubtedly,  in  every  inftance,  the  teacher  ought 
to  fet  an  example  of  excellence  to  the  pupil ; 
yet  fuch  is  human  weaknefs,  that  thofe  whofe 
better  knowledge  calls  for  fuperior  virtue,  thofe 
whom  we  may  expeft  to  a&  -nobly  upon  every 
occafion,  will  fometimes  unhappily  difappoint 
our  expectations,  and  behave  in  fuch  a  manner 
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*s  to  forfeit,  in  that  in  fiance,   the  efteem  of  their 
friends,  and  incur  their  own  reproach. 

BUT  in  fuch  a  fituation,  if  you  are  convinced 
that  thofe  whom  you  are  bound  to  obey,  have 
not  kept  in  mind  the  precepts  which  they  have 
taught  you ;  remember  that  perhaps  there  may 
be  mcuy  reafons  to  plead  in  their  excufe.  That 
it  may  be,  when  young,  they  were  not  blefled 
with  thofe  high  advantages  of  inftru&ion  and 
improvement  which  you  enjoy  :  or  that  if  they 
were  fo  favored,  they  might  then  difregard  what 
they  nvuj  find  to  their  cofl  they  have  reafon  to 
lament  their  negleft  of. 

MAKE  ufe,  therefore,  of  their  experience  to 
aft  more  wifely  ;  but  never  regard  it  as  any 
excufe  for  errors  in  yourfelf,  much  lefs  that 
it  gives  you  a  right  to  be  faucy  and  irreverent 
in  your  behaviour.  What,  upon  ferious  reflec- 
tion, they  advife  you  to  obferve,  however 
you  may  fancy  they  deviate  from  it  them- 
felves,  you  may  be  certain  is  for  your  good ; 
and  you  Ihould  confider,  that  as  they  are  older, 

03 
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and  do  not,  it  is  moft  probable,  tell  you  all 
the  motives  for  their  aftions  ;  fo  thofe  inflances 
•which  to  you  may  appear  blameable,  would 
perhaps,  were  it  proper  to  acquaint  you  with 
the  reafons  of  their  conduct,  fully  clear  them 
from  your  cenfure. 
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SUNDAY    v. 


ON     BROTHERLY     LOVE. 

^1  "'HE  near  connection  which  fubfifts  between 
children  of  the  fame  family  fliould  incite 
them  to  mutual  kindnefs  ;  and  yet  it  is  too  of- 
ten obferved  in  life,  that  thofe  who  are  moft 
nearly  united  by  intereft  and  duty,  are  the  leaft 
engaged  by  friendfhip  and  affefticm.  The  moft 
trifling  circumftances  often  produce  events  of 
high  importance  ;  and  if  you  would  perform 
your  focial  duties  aright,  if  you  mean  to  aft  up 
to  the  high  chara&er  of  a  cbriftian^  you  muft  re- 
member, that  it  is  necelTary  to  keep  a  conftant 
guard  over  your  temper,  and  to  be  ftriftly  atten- 
tive to  every  occurrence  of  domeftic  life.  If 
your  relations  are  kind  and  obliging,  h  will  be 
highly  ungrateful  to  impo'fe  upon  their  good- 
nefs,  or  take  any  unfair  advantage  -of  their 
tendernefs.  For  furely  nothing  can  -be  more 
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ungenerous  than  to  behave  ill  to  thofe  who 
are  meek,  becaufe  you  know  they  will  not 
refent  it. 

LET  not  thofe  who  through  tendernefs  bear  with 
your  faults,  have,  for  that  reqfon,  the  more  faults 
to  bear  with.  That  is  a  mean  difpofition  which 
will  only  be  governed  by  fear  or  by  refentment. 
A  noble  mind  will  endeavour  to  promote  the 
happinefs  of  all  around  it ;  and  why  fhould  you 
fuffer  the  captioufnefs  of  ill-humour  to  deftroy 
your  own  ferenity,  and  difturb  the  peace  of 
your  neareft  and  beft  friends  ?  If  God  has  done 
fo  much  to  promote  the  good  of  mankind,  furely 
he  will  punifh  thofe  who  oppofe  his  benevolent 
defigns,  by  their  perverfe  difpofitions. 

"  LET  brotherly  love  then  continue  undif- 
turbed ;"  and  never  do,  or  fay  any  thing  with  a 
defign  of  giving  pain  to  thofe  with  whom  you 
ar«.  A  word,  or  a  look  of  unkindnefs,  may 
caufe  much  uneaunefs  to  a  brother  or  fif- 
ter  ;  remember,  therefore,  the  charitable  rule 
by  which  our  Saviour  enjoins  his  difciples 
to  proceed,  and  do  to  them  as  you,  in 
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ihe    like    fituation,    would    \vifh    they  fhould  aft 
by  jw. 

IN  this  life,  nuraberlefs  troubles  will  .un- 
avoidably arife  ;  but  he  who  is  willing  to  take 
offence  at  trifles,  or  inconficlerately  give  pain  to 
others,  will  add  greatly  to  the  burden  of  forrow, 
and  muft  expe.ft  to  fuller  the  miferics  which  iiis 
conduft  deferves. 

How  feverely  did  the  envious  and  unkind 
brethren  of  the  innocent  Jofrph  lament  their  bar- 
barous behaviour!  And  though  God  may  not  at 
the  prefent  moment  appear  to  *nfli&  his  venge- 
ance on  thofe  who  are  petulant  and  ill-temper- 
ed ;  yet  be  affured  that  he  notices  every  pajfionate 
txptejfan,  that  he  fees  every  aft  of  malignity 
and  fpite;  and  that  the  envious,  the  futlen,  the  nv- 
+ofe  child  will  not  efcape  unpunifhed.  He  alone 
can  be  happy  in  this  world,  he  alone  will  be 
bleffed  in  a  future  ftate,  who  endeavours  to  be 
good  tem^d.  "  Bleffed  are  the  merciful,  for  they 
(hall  obtain  mercy.  Bleffed  are  the  peate-maker^ 
for  they  fhall  be  called  the  children  of  God." 
Like  their  Almighty  Father  they  delight  to  pro- 
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mote  happinefs  around  them  ;  and  in  their  nar- 
row fphere,  in  the  fmall  circle  of  their  own 
family,  among  their  brothers  and  fifters,  their  re- 
lations, or  acquaintance,  to  diffufe  and  excite  a 
fpirit  of  kindnefs  and  afFeftion. 

THE  fvveet  influence,  my  young  readers,  be 
affured,  will  fpread  from  heart  to  heart :  others 
will  catch  a  habit  of  compliance  from  you  ; 
and  your  example  will  roufe  them  to  a  fenfe  of 
emulation,  and  to  a  generous  defire  not  to  be 
outdone  in  good  nature.  Let  then  your  conteft 
be,  not  who  (hall  overcome  in  a  difpute ;  but  who 
{hall  firft  yield  to  the  other,  and  fet  the  firft  ex- 
ample of  felf-denial. 

FROM  the  moment  of  your  rifmg  till  you  lie 
down  again  to  rcpofe,  you  will  conftantly  meet 
with  fome  opportunity  to  fhew  your  good  hu- 
mour, or  exercife  your  peevifh  and  vexatious 
talents.  As  I  have  before  told  you,  as  the  Scrip- 
tures continually  remind  you,  every  aftion  is  ob- 
ferved  by  God  ;  for  every  word  we  muft,  at  the 
day  of  judgment,  give  account:  remember,  there- 
fore, how  important  an  objeft  it  is  to  be  kind, 
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complying,  obliging,  civil ;  not  when  others  are 
crofs  or  peevifh,  "  rendering  them  railing  (that 
is,  ill-tempered  language)  for  railing,  nor  evil 
for  evil ;  but  contrariwife,  blefling :  knowing  that 
ye  are  thereunto  called,  that  ye  (hould  inherit  a 
bieffing."  Which  is  intended  to  inftruft  you, 
that  as  you  are  called  to  the  blefiings  of  the  Cbrif- 
tian  covenant,  fo  you  (hould  aft  worthy  of  that 
profeflion;  and  though  fuch  behaviour  as  railing, 
or  doing  evil,  may  be,  in  fome  meafure,  excufe- 
able  in  thofe  who  are  ignorant  and  uninftrufted, 
yet  that  Chnjlians  who  have  read  the  Gofpel,  and 
been  taught  by  the  precepts  and  example  of  Chrft, 
can  plead  no  excufe  for  their  bad  behaviour;  that 
it  is  a  part  of  their  engagement  "  to  love  one 
another  ;"  without  obferving  which,  they  cannot 
hope  for  the  privileges  or  bleffing  of  the  new, 
or  Cbriflian  covenant  ;  "  for  hereby"  fays  cur  Sa- 
viour, "  (hall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  dif- 
ciples,  if  ye  have  love  one  toward  another  :" 
and  though  this  was  intended  in  a  more  exten- 
five  fenfe,  to  take  in  every  one  we  either 
bnc<w  or  btar  of,  yet  furely  it  is  in  a  pecu- 
liar manner  needful  toward  thofe  with  whom 
we  live;  and  therefore  whofe  happinefs  is  fo 
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much   more   nearly    concerned   in   our   good  or 
bad  behaviour. 

TAKE  care  then,  my  young  friend,  how  you 
fuffer  yourfelf  to  be  fretful  and  difcontented  ; 
and  becaufe  you  have  the  power  to  be  Ill-natured^ 
becaxife  you  can  teaze  others  with  impunity,  there- 
fore think  you  have  a  right '  fo  to  do.  Be  affured, 
that  every  aft,  however  trifling,  which  is  defigned 
to  provoke  your  companions,  will  be  the  caufe 
of  great  unhappinefs  to  yourfelf.  While  on  the 
contrary,  every  exertion  of  kindnefs,  civility,  and 
good  humour,  will  afford  you  fuch  inward  fatif- 
faftion,  in  the  approbation  of  an  approving  c»n« 
fcience,  as  will  be  found  one  of  the  higheft  en- 
joyments which  this  world  can  befto'w. 
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S  U  N  D  A  T     VI. 


ON       ENVY. 

INHERE  is  nothing  more  oppofite  to  brotherly 
love  than  the  indulgence  of  a  difpoiition 
to  envy.  Where  this  evil  paflion  once  takes 
pofleflion  of  the  mind,  it  deftroys  the  benevolent 
influence  of  good-nature,  and  renders  thofe  who 
indulge  it  a  torment  to  others,  and  a  mifery  to 
themfelves. 

ENVY  arifes  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  wanting 
either  that  genius,  or  thofe  talents,  which  are  the 
poiTefiion  of  another*  In  (lead  of  exciting  us 
to  imitate  what  we  think  is  agreeable,-  it  in- 
clines us  to  depreciate  or  undervalue  their 
goodnefs  or  accomplifhments.  But  beware,  my 
young  reader,  how  you  give  the  leaft  indulgence 
to  this  hateful  difpofition ;  examine  your  own 
E 
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heart   impartially,    left   it  fhould   fleal   upon  you 

.undifcoveied. 

WHEN  you  hear  any  of  your  relations  or 
companions  praifed  for  their  improvements,  if 
you  feel  a  diilike  to  the  fubjeft,  and  are  un- 
willing to  join  in  their  commendation,  be  allured 
that  it  proceeds  from  en-iy.  Or,  if  you  try  to 
<iifcover  their  failings,  with  a  view  to  mention 
them  the  next  time  you  hear  them  admired  : 
if  you  find  a  defire  to  fay,  to  be  fure.  they  are 
ffW,  in  thh  in  (lance  ;  but  in  that  they  are  -luorje 
than  myfelf ;  in  fome  particulars  they  excel, 
but  \n  others  are  very  defe&ive  :  if  this  be  what 
you  are  inclined  to  fay,  or  to  think,  recoiled' 
that  thefe  are  the  fuggeftions  of  nrjy ;  fuch  feel- 
ings the  beginning  of  temptation  ;  and  rcfolve  to 
be  more  generous  for  the,  future.  Rcmerrber, 
that  if  the  merit  of  others  gives  you  pain,  it  is 
becaufe  you  are  inferior  to  them  ;  and  in  (lead  of 
being  difplcafed  at  their  gccdnefs,  icfolve  to  be- 
come like  them. 

IF,  for  inflance,  your  companion  IDC  coin- 
mended  for  fwectncfs  of  tempei'j  reflect  that  ic 
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is  in  your  own  power  to  become  equally  ami- 
able. Determine  the  next  time  you  are  vexedr 
provoked,  or  disappointed,  to  bear  it  with  pati- 
ence and  good  humour.  Endeavour  to  defem-s 
equal  praife,  and  you  will  moft  probably  meet 
with  it.  But  fuppofe,  from  a  difference  in  cir- 
cumftances,.  or  fituation,  that  fhould  not  happen 
to  be  the  cafe,  fall  will  you  have  a  higher  cori- 
folation  to  reward  you.  God  Ahnighty,  the 
great  Father  and  watchful  Obferver  of  all  his 
creatures,  will  be  pleafed  with  your  endeavours* 
to  do  your  duty  ;  and  his  favor  will  be  a  bet- 
ter recompence  than  any  other  advantage  you 
could  obttiin.  You  will  likewffe  feoure  your 
oxvn  Kappinefs,  by  avoiding  that  train  of  dif- 
, agreeable  reflexions  which  ever  attend  on  an  en- 
vious difpofition. 

THOSE  whom  we  en^y  we  cannot  7^tr,*  \ve 
rejt>ice  at  any  accident  which  interrupts  their  pro'f- 
perity  ;  and  it  gives  us  ple«fure  to  fee  them  guilty 
of  fuch  failings  as  may  difgrace  their  good  qua- 
lities. What  a  fhocking,  what  a  miferable  tem- 
per! yet  fuch  is  its  real  reprefentation. 

£    fL 
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To  perceive  the  hateful  appearance  of  vice, 
you  muft  furvey  it  in  others,  and  remember 
what  you  think  difguQing  in  tkem,  will  be  equal- 
ly wicked  in  yottrjelf.  David  was  confcious  how 
blameable  it  was  to  take  the  poor  man's  lamb; 
though  without  remoife  he  fent  for  the  wife  of 
Uriah  \vhen  he  had  caufed  her  hufband  to  be 
ilain,  by  expofing  him  to  the  fword  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Amman* 

GOD  is  the  witnefs  of  every  mttHtiott*  If 
you  join  in  praifmg  others,  that  you  may  have 
a  better  opportunity  to  expofe  their  failings; 
he  will  punifh  your  hypocrify  with  fevere  ven- 
geance. There  is  a  meannefs  in  envy^  which 
checks  the  exertion  of  every  noble  affcftion. 
It  is  the  vice  of  little  minds  which  grudges 
merit  its  deferved  reward,  and  repines  that  any 
one  is  happy  but  itfelf.  Endeavour  to  rife  a- 
bove  its  low  fuggeftions  ;  remember  that  others 
being  great,  generous,  or  accomplifhed,  does 
not  argue  that  you  may  not  have  the  fame 
good  qualities.  Few  perfons  excel  in  every 
thing  :  all  may,  if  they  pleafe,  in  fimetbing. 
Cultivate  your  own  talents  with  care ;  but  he 
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Contented  to  let   others   have  their  ihare  of   ap- 
plaufe^ 

IP  God  has  beftowecl  upon  you  any  perfona 
beauty,  be  thankful  for  the  gift  ;  but  confide*, 
it  is  a  dangerous  bleffing.  If  it  raife  your 
vanity,  the  end  is  defeated  for  which  it  \vas 
lent  you.  The  advantages  of  perfon  are  no 
further  valuable  than  as  they  render  you  more 
pleating  to  others  ;  but  if  they  excite  a  fpirit 
<lf  contention,  affectation,  and  pride,  they  will 
make  you  defpicable  in  the  eyes  of  perfons  of 
real  fenfe,  and  prove  a  misfortune  rather  than 
a  happinefs.  On  the  other  hand,  fhould  it  be 
your  lot  to  be  deformed,  disfigured,  or  dif*- 
greeable,  let  it  not  raife  your  exvy  at  the 
graces  which  others  may  poffefs :  do  not  be~ 
uneafy  upon  the  fubjeft  ;  but  confider  that  ihef^ 
are  trifling  diftinftions ;  that  to  be  virtuous  and 
amiable  is  the  only  thing  of  importance.  God 
knows  beft  what  is  proper  for  all  his  creatures  ; 
and  if  therefore  he  has  feen  it  right  to  deny 
you  the  advantage  of  a  comely  perfon,  be  af- 
ilircd,  that  there  are  wife  reafons  why  you  { 
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be  contented,    and  not   \\ifh   for   any    thing    that 
is  withheld  from  you. 


PERHAPS,  had  you  been  poflefled  of  the  beau- 
ty you  fo  much  defire,  it  would  have  made 
you  vain  and  clifagreeable  ;  would  have  engaged 
too  much  of  your  thoughts,  your  time,  and  at- 
tention :  <vke  only  will  make  you  really  de- 
formed. 

IF  you  are  treated  unkindly,  or  ridiculed  by 
your  companions,  it  reflects  difhonor  upon  them^ 
not  difcredit  upon  jou.  Where  misfoi tunes  of 
this  kind  are  not  owing  to  your  own  fault,  never 
regard  them  as  any  difgrace.  Virtue,*  not  beauty, 
is  what  God  will  regard,  and  what  the  good 
will  efteem.  Be  kind,,  therefore  to  others :  be 
good  tempered,  and  endeavour  to  do  every  thing, 
to  the  be  ft  of  your  abilities,  but  never  envy  \vliai 
your  companions  poflefs* 

As  this  life  is  only  a  flate  of  trial,  God 
has  not  thought  fit  to  beftow  his  gifts  to  all  in 
equal  proportion.  But  whatever  may  be  your 
Jot,  he  experts  that  you  fhould  be  contented> 
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and  not  repine  becaufe  vtbtrs  appear  to  hava 
more  advantages.  Nay,  he  has  thought  fit  to 
enjoin  us  to  this  virtue  by  an  abfolute  command* 
u  Thou  fhalt  not  covet  thy  neighbour's  houfet 
thou  (halt  not  covet  thy  neighbour's  wife,  nor 
his  fervant,  nor  his  maid,  nor  his  ox,  nor  his  afs, 
nor  any  thing  that  is  his." 

IT  is  wrong  to  wifh  for  the  goods  of  fortune, 
or  to  defire  a  change  of  fituation  ;  fince  no  one 
can  tell  the  fecret  cares  which  another  may  ex- 
perience, and  the  very  perfon  whom  you  regard 
with  the  higheft  degree  of  envy  may  be  much 
more  unhappy  than  yourfelf. 

A  FINE  houfe,  an  elegant  equipage,  fafhion- 
able  cloaths,  and  a  beautiful  perfon,  do  not  any 
of  them,  or  altogether,  beftow  happinefs :  and  the 
poorcfl  child  who  is  humble,  gentle,  willing  to- 
be  taught,  and  does  the  beft  it  can  ta  perform 
its  duty,  will  be  found  to  enjoy  pleafures  which 
rlcbct  cannot  give;  and  fuch  as  can  only  refulfc 
from  a  good  heart* 

BE    fincere,   therefore,  in  your  words,  gene- 
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rous,  open-hearted,  kind  to  your  equals,  obedient 
to  your  Superiors  ;  preferve  a  conftant  fenfe  of 
God  upon  your  mind,  and  aft  fo  as  to  merit  his 
approbation  ;  then  will  you  be  above  the  meannefs 
ef  eircy^  you  will  have  no  terrptation  to  fuch  a 
hateful  paflion,  and  you  will  obtain  as  much  real 
felicity  as  can  be  enjoyed  m  this  would,. 
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$  UN  D  A  T     VII. 


ON       PRIDE. 

*  I  ^HIS  vice  has  been  often  faid  to  be  ihc 
•*"  fault  of  little  minds.  The  meaning  of 
which  is,  that  people  of  real  fcnfe  and  merit, 
efleem  every  thing  according  to  its  worth;  and 
therefore  confidcr  riches,  beauty,  or  rank,  as  ac- 
cidental advantages,  which  can  reflect  no  honor 
on  the  pofleflbr. 

EVERY  blefling  which  we  er.joy  is  derived 
from  infinite  goodnefs ;  they  ihould  always  en- 
gage our  gratitude^  but  never  excite  our  pride, 
When  we  compare  the  fttuation,  talents,  or  en- 
joyments of  others  with  our  own,  the  greater 
fatisfa£lion  we  receive,  the  more  ardent  ihould 
be  our  thankfulncfs. 

THAT  we  are  fuperior  to  our  neighbour,  is 
no  merit  in  «/,  but  enci'eafes  our  obligation  to 
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that  God  who  has  fo  liberally  endowed  us  with 
his  gifts.  Profperity  is  by  no  mean  a  Mate  of 
fecurity.  Innumerable  dangers  attend  on  thofe- 
whofe  circumftances  are  exalted :  they  are  too 
often  inclined  to  forget  their  duty,  to  grow  fond.  . 
of  pleafure,  and  to  eftecm  drefs,  (hew,  and  often- 
tation,.  beyond  the  nobleft  virtues  of  the  heart.. 
But  it  is  iinpoiTible  to  defcribe  the  meanncfs  and, 
guilt  of  fuch  a  condv£v. 

SUPPOSE  yonrfclf  to  be  dreffed  by  the  han«L 
•of  elegance,  and  ihat  your  perfcn  is  fo  agree- 
ably formed  as  to  infpire  plea fu re  in  every  be- 
holder ;  nay,  allow  that  you  havp  .ail  thofe  out* 
ward  graces  which  the  polifh  of  refined  manners,, 
and  a  good  education  can  beflow  ;  ftiil  are  not 
thefe  advantages  any  juft.  foundation  for  pride. 
Though  you  may  excel  your  companions  in  danc- 
ing, in  in u fie,  in  painting,  or  in  any,  or  all  of 
thofe  accompli fh men ts  in  which  it  is  praife-wor- 
thy  to  fuvceed  ;  yet  a  haughty  confcioufnefs  of 
fuperiority,  and  a  difdain  of  thofe  who  have  been 
lefs  fortunate,  or  lefs  capable  of  exertion,  will 
fporl  the  fair  fruit  of  thcfe  otherivije  delightful 
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WofToms,  and  render  you  the  ohje£l  of  abhorrence 
and   contempt. 

VIRTUE  is  the  one  thing  needful.  We  may 
be  careful  and  troubled  about  many  things,  but 
that  is  the  eflential  part.  Every  perfection,  every 
diftin&ion  which  has  not  that  for  its  fupport, 
•will  be  of  no  avail  when  death  (hall  mix  your 
body  with  the  common  duft,  and  your  foul  fhall 
return  to  the  God  who  gave  it. 

ENDEAVOUR  therefore  now  to  anticipate,  by 
reflection,  that  period  which  will  certainly  arrive. 
Recollect  when  you  difplay  your  finery  to  others^ 
to  excite  their  envy,  or  infpire  their  reverence, 
that  true  refpe£l  is  the  tribute  paid  to  real  merit 
alone :  and  however  you  may  raife  the  ftare  of 
afloniftiment,  or  caufe  the  figh  of  vexation  by 
this  gratification  of  your  pride  ;  yet  it  is  only  in 
the  idea  of  the  weak  and  unrcflefting,  that  you 
will  have  even  this  poor  kind  of  homage,  paid  to 
Your  vanity. 

IF-  there  is  ove  who,  like  Mordtcai^  does  not 
fcem  to  obferve  your  fancied  fupenority,  you 
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will  fuffer  all  the  pangs  of  the  ambitious  Haman* 
Every  comfort  of  life  will  be  difregarded  ;  and 
each  former  fatisfa£Uon  afford  no  pleafure,  \vliile 
you  confide r  this  vexation,  as  c;  Mordecai  the  Je<w 
fitting  in  the  king's  gate." 

PRIDE  is  ever  an  enemy  to  inftruftion  ;  it 
will  incline  you  to  fancy  your  judgment  better  in- 
formed than  your  teachers;  and,  in  confequence, 
render  you  angry  and  petulant  at  inftruction.  and 
quite  impatient  at  reproof.  "  Surely  /  fhould 
know  beft,"  is  the  language  of  the  proud  upon 
every  occafion.  Thus  do  they  exclude  the  poffi- 
bility  of  improvement,  and  (it  down  obflinate  in 
ignorance,  and  vain  of  error. 

THE  vice  of  which  we  are  now  fpeaking  is 
deteftable  at  every  age  ;  but  is  more  particu- 
larly difgufting  in  yeuth9  where  the  want  of 
experience  muft  add  to  the  weaknefs  of  folly, 
and  render  prefumption  more  glaring.  Subdue 
then,  with  the  utmoft  vigilance,  the  firft  ap- 
proaches of  this  dangerous  vice  ;  it  will  in- 
creafe  in  its  ftrength  by  imperceptible  degrees. 
Apply  ferioufly  to  your  Heavenly  Father  for 
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RlTiftance ;    be   refolute    and   watchful   over   this 
fpiritual  enemy* 

\VHES  you  find  the  erriotions  of  refentmeht 
arife  on  being  told  of  your  fault ;  when  you  are 
angry  with  the  reproving  friend^  and  ftill  more| 
when  you  determine  not  to  heed  the  kind  repre- 
hcnuon ;  then,  my  young  friend,  it  is  time  to 
tremble  for  your  virtue.  Do  not  encourage  the 
wrong  inclination.  Do  not  fay  then  cenfure  i$ 
unjuft,  nor  feek  to  vindicate  your  error  with  any 
plaufible  pretext.  Excufes  may  deceive  others; 
and  what  is  worfe,  may  deceive  yourfelf.  But, 
my  dear  child,  God  is  greater  than  our  hearts, 
and  knoweth  all  things.  Examine  yourfelf  feri- 
oufly,  perhaps  you  have  been  to  blame ;  do  not  be 
too  hafty  in  your  decifion;  felf-love  is  a  terrible 
deceiver.  Your  parents  are  better  judges  of  your 
conduft;  they  hear  with  lefs  prejudiced  ears; 
they  fee  with  more  impartial  eyes,  and  yet  fee! 
that  anxiety  for  your  character,  which  will  in- 
tline  them  to  make  every  proper  allowance 
when  they  think  it  neceffary  to  cenfure  your 
conduct* 

F 


&»       A   COURSE   ^LECTURES/?? 

A  NOBLE  mind  is  never  above  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  a  fault ;  candidly  own  that  you  have 
erred,  and  refolve  upon  future  amendment* 
This  in  every  cafe  is  the  beft  poflible  fatisfac- 
tion  ;  the  path  of  humility  will  conduft  you  to 
perfection;  the  obftinacy  of  pride  muft  render 
you  unworthy  of  efteem*  Its  intention  is  felf-* 
defeated  ;  it  feeks  refpe£t,  but  involves  itfelf  in 
difgrace.  Pride  aims  at  fuperiority,  and  claims 
commendation  as  its  due  j  but  it  is  fubjeft  to 
continual  difappointment ;  as  every  one  will  de* 
light  to  mortify  thofe  who  have  too  high  an  opi- 
nion of  their  own  confequence. 

REMEMBER  at  all  times  "  that  Human  excel- 
lence is  but  comparative  ;"  and  that  however  ex-* 
alted  you  may  fancy  your  rank,  your  fortune,  or 
your  acquirements,  there  are  others,  though  un- 
knowu,  or  unacknowledged  by  your  vanity, 
'*  who  excel  you  as  much  as  you  fancy  you 
excel  the  meaneft*" 
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ON'       DECEIT. 


A  /IT ANY  a  perfon,  whofe  conference  would 
be  (hocked  by  abfolutely  denying  the 
truth,  and  amrmi  g  what  they  knew  to  be  a  //?; 
will  yet  allow  in  themfelves  a  habit  of  deceit,  with- 
out remorfe  or  uneafinefs. 

EVERY  crime  is  undoubtedly  capable  of  ag- 
gravation, and  the  offender  may  be  rendered 
more  or  Icfs  guilty  from  the  attending  circum- 
flances.  If  falfhood  is  employed  to  injure  a 
neighbour's  reputation,  to  engage  a  companion 
to  the  commiflion  of  evil,  or  to  deprive  another 
of  his  juft  right,  it  is  rendered  {till  more  inex- 
cufable.  But  do  not  be  deceived  by  appear- 
ances :  deceit  is  forbidden  ;  and  though  the  motive 
which  infpires  it  may  be  generous,  there  is  no 
intention  that  can  fanftify  a  crime, 
F  2 
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Ananias  and  Safphira  were  ftruck  dead,  yet 
they  told  a  part  of  what  was  the  truth,  they 
had  fold  the  land  for  a  greater  price  than  they 
were  willing  to  acknowledge  to  the  apoftles;  and 
there  are  minds  who  would  fcarcely  have  felt 
the  reproaches  of  confcience  upon  fuch  an  oc- 
cafion.  Too  many  young  people,  do  not  fcruple, 
•where  their  interefl  or  pkafure  is  concerned,  to 
hide  fome  circumftances  of  the  truth,  while  they 
reveal  others  ;  and  by  this  mean  think  they  are 
exculpated  from  the  charge  of  lying.  But  the 
awful  example  abovementioned  was  recorded  for 
our  inftru&ion,  and  intended  to  convey  to  us  a 
leflbn  of  high  importance.  That  the  Almighty, 
•who  is  a  God  of  truth,  and  who  muft  know  our 
fmalleft  deviations,  will  not  acquit  the  guilty  ; 
and  that  however  the  liar  may  be  fpared  for  the 
prefent,  yet  there  is  a  future  day  ef  retribu- 
tion, when  at  the  laft  and  final  judgment, 
every  tranfgreflion  fhall  meet  with  its  deferved 
punifhment. 

To  fpeak  on  any  fubjeft  with  a  defign  to 
miflead  your  hearer,  to  reveal  fo  much  of  the 
truth  as  is  requifite  to  deceive,  and  to  be  filent 


SUNDAY    EVENINGS,  65 

about  every  circumftance  which  would  give  a 
juft  information,  is  in  effect,  though  you  may 
not  utter  a  word  of  falQiood,  a  premeditated 
lie  in  </<?.  It  muft  require  thought,  contrivance, 
and  care  ;  and  furely  where  thefe  are  neceffary 
to  conceal  your  defign,  you  as  much  intend  to 
cheat  the  perfon  you  apply  to,  as  if  you  af- 
firmed what  you  knew  was  an  untruth. 

Is  not  this,  my  young  friend,  to  pervert  the 
powers  of  language  ?  Can  you  believe  a  perfon 
who  has  once  deceived  you  ?  Can  you  rely  on 
his  word  who  has  broken  his  promife,  or  who, 
by  fome  mean  fubterfuge,  fome  artful  evafion, 
has  taken  advantage  of  your  greater  honefly  and 
candour? 

THE  path  of  truth  is  always  open,  unembar- 
raffed  and  fafe  :  the  ways  of  falfhood  are  intri- 
cate, difficult,  and  perplexed.  The  deceiver  is 
ever  unprepared  with  a  reply  to  the  moft  ftmple 
queftion  ;  he  muft  guard  againft  every  poffible 
demand,  is  always  fubjeft  to  the  fhame  of  dif- 
covery,  and  to  the  helitation  of  confcious  difguife. 
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The  noble  minded,  on  the  contrary,  who  have 
no  mean  fecret  to  conceal,  who  are  unapprehen- 
five  of  reproach,  and  unintimidated  with  the  fear 
of  detection,  may  fpeak  with  all  the  freedom  of 
truth,  and  are  entitled  to  unbounded  confidence. 
They  have  no  occalion  for  a  multitude  of  pro- 
mifes,  or  for  folemn  aflervations.  Their  fimole 
word  is  fufficient  to  obtain  credit,  and  they  are 
trufted  without  the  fhadow  of  a  doubt. 

THERE  is  another  fpecies  of  this  crime  which 
is  praftifed  without  any  further  intention  than 
that  of  railing  aftonifliment.  In  reciting  a  {lory, 
fuch  perfons  allow  themfelves  to  exaggerate  the 
truth,  and  make  their  hiftories  pleafing  by  the  ad- 
dition of  circumflances  which  never  happened. 
Such  tales  of  fiftion  may  amufe  for  a  while,  and 
occanon  that  degree  of  wonder  which  they  are  de- 
figned  to  excite  ;  but  time  will  foon  difcover  their 
falfhood  ;  and  the  relater  of  them  muft  from  that 
period  lofe  the  credit  of  belief.  In  vain  may  he 
become  afterward  more  circumfpeft,  it  will  be 
long  before  he  can  re-eftabli{h  his  reputation. 
However  he  may  on  fome  occafions  be  really 
fincere,  his  converfation  will  be  attended  ta 
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without  confidence,    and   what   he  affirms  be  re- 
ceived with  doubt  and  miftruft. 

SUCH  will  be  the  evil  confequences  of  deceit 
-where  it  is  the  moft  innocent;  and  furely  it 
•would  pain  a  generous  mind  to  be  the  objeft  of 
fufpicion  but  for  a  moment.  What  can  indicate 
greater  meannefs,  or  be  more  contemptible,  than 
a  character  on  which  we  have  no  reliance?  or 
•what  can  convey  a  more  defpicable  idea  than  to 
hear  it  faid,  "  He  told  me  fo,  but  I  do  not  be- 
lieve him?"  Were  there  no  motives  of  religious 
duty,  even  policy  would  difpofe  a  perfon  to  be 
fincere,  fince  nothing  generous,  amiable,  or  great, 
is  ever  expected  from  him  who  is  known  to 
deceive.  Every  duty  of  life  muft  be  interrupted 
where  doubt  is  fuffered  to  prevail ;  the  profeffionft 
of  ftiendfhip  may  be  fufpe&ed,  where  truth  doe* 
not  a&uate  the  heart. 

WHAT  refpeft  can  be  given  to  that  advice 
•which  we  are  not  certain  is  offered  with  fmce- 
rity  ?  But  the  perfon  aj/urrs  us  of  his  veracity: 
it  may  be  fo,  yet  the  aflurance  of  thofe  who  fomc- 
times  deceive  is  no  proof.  How  then  can  they 
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offer  flronger  conviction?  It  is  out  of  their 
power  :  where  their  word  is  fufpe&ed  there  is  no 
furer  bond  of  reliance. 

THE  fcriptures  call  the  Devil  cc  the  Father  of 
lies,"  and  allure  us,  "  that  all  liars  {hall  have 
their  portion  in  the  lake  that  burns  with  fire  and 
brimftone."  Which  is  defigned  to  exprefs  to 
us,  that  they  will  certainly  be  partakers  of  that 
future  fevere  punifhment  which  is  prepared  for 
the  wicked  in  another  life. 

FEAR,  Vanity,  and  Prid«  are  the  chief  caufes 
of  deceit.  To  avert  an  expected  evil  you  may 
be  tempted  to  the  denial  of  truth,  or  to  a  mean 
equivocation,  which  is  much  the  fame  in  effeft; 
but  in  the  pra&ice  of  virtue  our  way  is  certain-. 
Be  determined  always  to  do  what  is  right,  and 
cxpeft  the  event  without  apprehenfion.  Difficul- 
ties may  arife  to  the  good,  but  they  cannot  fuffer 
from  remorje.  Jf  they  experience  fome  prefent  in- 
convenience, it  will  be  foon  over-pall ;  and  then 
they  will  have  no  regret  in  looking  back  on  their 
conduft ;  Heayen  will  approve  the  {buggies  of  vir- 
tue, and  their  character  will  rife  from  every  trial. 
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TEMPTATIONS  to  evil  are  no  excufe  for  our 
failings.  How  will  piety  be  known  if  it  be  not 
tried  ?  The  merit  of  truth  confifts  in  avowing 
it  in  every  circumftance,  and  in  differing  all 
things  rather  than  betray  our  integrity.  Nor  is 
there  lefs  danger  to  a  youthful  mind  from  the 
indulgence  of  vanity.  A  delire  of  appearing 
fuperior  either  in  talents  or  accomplifhinents,  is 
frequently  a  powerful  motive  in  fome  to  pretend 
to  more  knowledge  than  they  pofiefs.  Hence 
they  are  led  to  depreciate  others,  and  out  of  a  vain 
pride  to  put  on  an  appearance  of  fuperiority,  to 
which  they  arc  certain  they  have  no  juft  pre- 
tenftons.  This  haughtinefs  of  mind  will  make 
them  deny  the  mod  convincing  arguments,  and 
while  they  feel  that  they  are  to  blame,  difpofe 
them  obftinately  to  perfift  in  error,  and  lo  dif- 
pute  the  moft  clear  conviclion,  even  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  truth  as  well  as  reafon.  Difguftcd  if 
they  are  oppofed,  their  vanity  will  never  acknow- 
ledge a  fault ;  and  if  you  afk  them  whether  they 
are  not  convinced,  they  \vill  fooner  lie,  than 
candidly  confefs  it  ;  not  conlidering,  that  mo- 
defty,  truth,  and  an  ingenuous  acknowledgment, 
is  the  bell  atonement  for  human  frailty,  and  will 
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entitle  thofe  who  poffefs  fuch  engaging  qualities  to 
every  allowance  of  candor  and  generofity. 

THE  pride  of  wifhing  to  appear  rich  and 
great,  is  likewife  in  many  refpefts  a  temptation 
to  deceive.  Whatever  we  are  afhamed  of,  we 
have  a  defire  to  hide  :  and  fome  young  and  unin- 
formed minds  forget  the  diflinftion  between 
things  which  are  proper  objefts  of  contempt, 
and  thofe  that  become  fo  only  from  their  mif- 
taken  ideas.  All  vice,  every  deviation  from  vir- 
tue, and  every  mean  or  bafe  aftion,  are  the  only 
juft  fubjefts  of  Jhame :  and  hence  it  muft  follow, 
that  to  be  in  indigent  circumftances,  to  be  dreffed 
in  plain  cloaths,  or  to  be  in  any  refpeft  inferior 
to  your  companions,  is  no  reafon  for  your  fuf- 
fering  fucli  a  painful  fenfation  ;  but,  if  you  make 
an  apology  which  is  untrue,  and  would  hide  your 
real  fituation  by  deceit,  that  is  a  fufficient  caufe 
to  call  forth  the  blufhes  of  fhame,  and  will  make 
you  defpicable  indeed  in  the  efteem  of  perfons 
of  real  worth.  Be  perfuaded,  therefore,  always 
to  appear  in  your  true  character. 

AIM    not   at  things  beyond    your   reach.      A 
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good  heart  is  an  objeft  worthy  of  admiration  in 
every  ftation,  and  in  all  circumftances.  Let  truth 
be  your  guide  through  each  fcene  of  your  exif- 
tence.  Maintain  a  facred  regard  to  that  prin- 
ciple alike  in  your  thoughts,  your  words,  and 
your  a&ions.  Difdain  even  the  appearance  of 
falfhood,  nor  allow  the  image  of  deceit  a  place  in 
your  mind.  This  refolution  will  eftablifh  your 
reputation  oh  the  firmed  bafis.  You  will  have 
no  fear  of  any  private  enquiries,  of  any  fecret 
difcovery ;  but  open,  frank,  candid,  and  honeft$ 
will  receive  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom 
you  are  connected.  And,  as  the  laft  and  moft 
glorious  of  all  motives,  will  be  entitled  to  the  ap- 
probation of  your  Creator  and  Preferver ;  of  that 
God  who  is  ftyled,  The  God  of  Truth, 
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ON      PRAYER; 


^  |  ^HE  observance  of  this  duty  is  To  hetef- 
fary  to  your  happinefs  in  this  life  ;  and 
fo  needful  to  prepare  you  for  the  next,  that  I 
would  wiih  with  the  greateft  carneftnefs  to  en- 
force it. 


You  have  been  taught  that  it  is  right  td 
feddrefs  your  prayers  every  day  to  the  God  who 
made  you,  to  exprefs  your  thanks  for  his  blef- 
fings,  and  to  beg  the  continuance  of  his  pro- 
tection :  but  though  you  may  obferve  this  cuftom 
•without  the  leaft  omiflibn,  recolleft  whether 
your  thoughts  accompany  your  <words;  whether  in 
the  form  which  you  have  been  taught  to  utter, 
you  do  not  repeat  the  founds  without  attention  to 
the  fenff.  When  you  beg  that  God's  will  may 
be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven,  do  you 
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tonfider   that  it    is    a  part  of  that  wilt,   that  you 
fhould  prey  in  fincerity  and  truth  ? 

Do  you  refleft,  that  the  Almighty  iri  a  par- 
ticular manner  watches  your  thoughts;  and  will 
not  accept  the  words  which  praife  his  mercyj 
unlefs  the  heart  that  offers  them  is  grateful  and 
obedient  ?  Do  not,  therefore,  confider  your  morn- 
ing and  evening  prayers  as  a  part  of  the  cere- 
mony of  drefTing  or  undrefling,  to  be  performed 
in  the  fame  carelefs  and  indifferent  manner  ;  but 
remember,  that  it  ought  to  be  a  fericus  and  folemn 
addrefs  to  God,  that  you  are  going  to  commend 
yourfelf  to  his  protection  through  the  courfe  of 
the  day,  or  the  hours  of  the  night  :  that  in  the 
one  cafe,  you  fhould  beg  of  him  not  to  leave 
you  to  fall  into  temptation  ;  but  to  guard  you 
from  the  commiflion  of  wickcdnefs,  to  ftrengthen 
your  mind  to  continue  in  the  paths  of  truth, 
virtue,  and  obedience  ;  to  thank  him  for  hi* 
care  of  you  from  any  evil  accident  during  the 
night,  and  that  you  are  again  awake  in  health 
and  fafety. 
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-SuvC.H  refle&ions  ;as  thefe  fhould  -occupy  you? 
thoughts  in  player,  not  the  vain  and  trifling 
ideas  of  your  drefs,  your  amufements,  nor  even 
your  learning.  Every  thing  has  its  proper  fca- 
ion.;  but  furefly  fuch  imaginations  .are  not  fuited 
to  .the  time  of  devotion.  If  you  accuftom  your- 
fclf  --always  to  Teoolle&  before  you  begin,  on 
fubjeft,  and  to  whom  you  are  going  to 
k,  it  will  make  you  more  ferious  and  atten- 
tive,; but  .if  with  the  wild  and  diftipated  fpirits 
of  mirthful  pla-y,  you  heedlefsly  run  from  your 
imports,  thraw  yourfelf  on  your  knees,  and  gabbk 
over  .your  prayers  as  if  it  were  a  continuation  of 
the  fame  nonfenfe  you  have  been  engaged  in  ;  it  is 
not  to  he  expefted  that  your  -attention  can  be 
great  ;  or  that  'God,  who  fees  your  faint,  can 
accept -of 'fuch  petitions. 

THE  ,beft  -chraflians  find  it  >difiicult  with  all 
their  care,  .to  keep  their  .minds  .fo  fixed,  as  thfi 
holinefs  .and  goodfsefs  of  the  Deity  demand  ia 
£uch  a  folentn.duly.  Surely,  therefore,  it  muft 
require  pains  to  be  taken  by  a  child,  whofe 
thoughts  are  (till  more  unfettled,  to  confine 
them  to  the  ferious  (ubjefcl;.  Let  me  advife 
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you  then  to  con  fide  r,  for  what  end;  it  is-  thaC 
you  pray  at:  ail  ?  Whether  you  do  not  hope 
that  God  would  blefs  you  ?  that  he  would  give 
you  healih?  that  he  would  enable  you  to  im*- 
prove  in  goodnefs  P  that  your  frns  may  be  for- 
given? and  that  after  this  life  is  ended-,  you  may 
rife  from  the  dead,  to  enjoy  eveila-ftmg  happinefs 
in  heaven  ? 

I  CAKNTOT  but  fuppofe  you  really  defire  a4t 
thefe  blefiings  :  I  arn  fure  you  muft- wifh  for  them, 
But  can  you  imagine  that  your  Creator  will 
grant  your  recjueft,  when  you  do  not  know  what 
it  is  that  you  afk  P  And,  if  you  will  acknow- 
ledge the  truth,  I'  dare  fay,  many  a-  time  you  havo 
wfan  from  your  devotions-  without  being  coafci- 
flhas  of  a  word  you  have  uttered;. 

To  thofe  \vho  pray-  wi^  firrcerity,  that  is, 
are  attentive,  and  think  of  what  they  are  about, 
many  promifes  are  made  in  fcripture.  "  The 
effectual  fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man  avail* 
cth  much,"  fays  the  apoftle.  And  be  aflured; 
that  the  pray«r  which  i*  offered  op  m  die  beft 
G  2 
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manner  you  can,  will  be  heard  ;  though  from  the 
lips  of  a  child.  God  is  no  refpe&er  of  perfons; 
nor  does  he  regard  the  age  of  his  worfhippers. 
He  will  grant  every  proper  petition  to  thofe 
•who  are  of  fufEcient  understanding  to  intend 
light,  and  who  do  their  endeavour  to  perform 
his  will.  It  is  not  the  wards,  but  the  attention 
that  will  pleafe  God.  If  you  defire  to  be  good, 
you  muft  entreat  the  divine  affiflance,  that  you 
may  be  able  to  refift  temptation,  that  you  may 
improve  in  wifdom,  and  in  virtue. 

GOD  is  the  bcft  of  all  Beings:  therefore,  by 
your  prayers  you  do  not  make  him  more  willing 
to  do  you  good,  for  he  is  at  all  times  defirous 
of  your  happinefs  ;  but,  by  becoming  n.ore  obe- 
dient, and  by  afking  for  thofe  bleflings  in  a 
proper  manner,  you  are  better  difpofed  to  receive 
them  and  ufe  them  as  you  ought,  and,  therefore, 
are  more  deferving  of  God's  favor.  For  none 
\vho  have  been  at  prayer  with  ferioufnefs  and 
devotion,  can  go  immediately  and  be  guilty  of 
any  great  wickednefs.  at  Icaft  it  is  not  probable 
they  fhould  ;  as  it  will  certainly  make  them  more 


SUNDAY    E  v  E  K  i  K  c  st  77 

apt  to  recolle&  the  prcfence  of  God,   and  more 
careful  to  obey  his  commands. 

NOR  are  you  only  to  be  thus  watchful  over 
your  thoughts  in  private,  and  fuppofe  that  public 
prayer  will  give  a  fanciion  to  your  roving  ima- 
gination. When  you  enter  the  temple  of  the 
Almighty,  it  is,  or  ought  to  be,  to  offer  up 
your  folemn  petitions  before  him,  in  union  with 
numbers  of  your  fellow  creatures,  who  are  all 
profeffedly  met  together  for  the  fame  purpofc* 
Can  you  therefore  imagine  at  fuch  a  time,  and  on 
Juch  an  occafion,  that  your  thoughts  (hould  be 
engaged  by  paft  amufements,  or  by  plans  of  fu- 
ture pleafurc  ?  That  you  (hould  indulge  your- 
felf  in  the  vain  obfcrvation  of  drefs  and  vanity; 
and  furvey,  with  an  eye  of  fcrutiny,  every  or* 
nament  of  thofe  around  you  ? 

Do  you  confider,  that  fuch  facred  feafons  ai* 
dcfigned  to  improve  your  heart,  to  animate  your 
devotion,  to  exalt  your  piety  to  God>  and  to 
inftru&  you  in  your  duty  to  man  ?  What  excufe 
therefore  can  you  offer  to  your  Maker  for  tb* 
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abufe  of  fuch  advantages?  An  account  will  be 
expefted  at  the  day  of  judgment  of  every  fuch 
neglect. 

THINK  of  this  in  time,  my  young  friend; 
and  do  not,  by  contracting  an  early  habit  of  in- 
attention, render  your  amendment  more  difficult* 
'•  Remember  now  your  Creator  in  the  days  of 
your  youth  ;"  as  you  increafe  in  years,  endea- 
vour to  improve  in  virtue  ;  prefent  the  Almighty 
with  the  firft  fruits  of  an  innocent  heart,  un- 
corrupted  by  the  bad  examples  of  the  world. 
Offer  up  your  fervent  petitions  as  the  grateful 
effufions  of  an  early  facrifice,  which  he  will  ac- 
cept with  peculiar  favor.  The  cares  of  future 
life  will  render  this  attention  a  more  difficult^ 
though  not  a  lefs  neceffary  duty ;  but  if  you 
accuftom  the  mind  to  ferious  reflection,  to  a  due 
eonfideration  of  the  awful  prefence  of  that  Be- 
ing whom  you  approach  to  worfhip ;  if  you 
ftrive  to  banifh  every  vain  idea,  by  recolle£ting, 
that  he  obferves  your  moft  fecret  thoughts, 
and  that  your  prayers,  if  unthinkingly  rehearfed, 
will  become  an  abomination,  will  be  difbleafing  to 
>>\m ;  in  fuch  circumftances,  you  will  habitually 
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accuftom  yourfelf  to  ferioufnefs  in  your  devo- 
tion. But  this  is  not  an  advantage  which  is 
eafily  attained.  You  muft  perjevere  in  this  courfe 
if  you  defign  that  it  fhould  fucceed  ;  and  by 
previous  preparation,  by  reading  and  fupplica- 
tion,  endeavour  to  ftrengthen  your  mind  againfk 
the  powerful  temptation  of  a  wandering  imagi- 
nation. Our  thoughts  are  at  all  times  difficult 
to  reftrain  ;  every  objeft  is  apt  to  infpire  feme 
new  idea,  which  gives  rife  to  others,  more  and 
more  foreign  to  the  facred  fubjecl:  which  ought 
folely  to  employ  them. 

BUT  all  that  is  difficult  is  not  impojfible.  God 
requires  no  more  than  his  grace  will  enable  you 
to  perform,  if  you  are  not  negligent  in  the  ufe 
of  it.  He  will  excufe,  in  mercy,  fuch  errors 
as  flow  from  human  weaknefs.  But  he  knows 
exa&ly  how  far  that  weaknefs  extends  :  if  you 
yield  to  it  with  approbation,  if  you  indulge 
it  by  feeking  thofe  obje&s  which  diflipate  your 
attention,  then  your  frailty  degenerates  into^»///.* 
then  do  you  incur  his  difpleafure,  which  is  the 
word  of  all  evils,  fmce  nothing  fo  terrible  can 
befal  you  as  the  lofs  of  his  favor.  On  the  con- 
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trary,  if  you  are  not  wanting  in  your  continued 
endeavours,  to  animate  your  mind  with  a  juft 
fenfe  of  the  importance  of  this  duty,  although 
you  may  not  always  (or  perhaps  but  very  feldom) 
experience  that  high  delight  which  refuhs  from 
its  performance,  and,  which  thofe  who  are  fen- 
fible  of  it,  allow  to  exceed  all  other  pleafures, 
you  will  ftill  have  the  fecret  fatisfa&ion  that 
muft  arife  from  every  tttJeaiicur  to  pleafe  your 
Maker;  and  your  petitions  will  not  be  difre- 
garde d  by  him  who  judgeth  the  hearts  of  hia 
worfhippers. 
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SUNDAY     X. 


ON       PRAYER. 

TN  every  pofiible  circumstance  of  life,  you 
will  find  a  h<.b':t  of  devotion,  a  comfort 
and  an  attiftance.  It  will  add  to  the  pleafures 
of  profpevity,  to  remember  with  thankful  grati- 
tude the  great  author  of  all  your  enjoyments : 
to  praife  him  for  thofe  friends  he  has  lent  to 
inftruct  you,  to  improve  you,  and  to  heighten 
your  felicity.  You  will  commend  them  to  his 
care  ;  your  heart  will  expand  to  every  gene- 
rous and  noble  feeling,  when  you  implore  for, 
them  the  protection  of  your  Heavenly  Father. 
You  will  find  your  aHxcYions  for  thofe  who  are 
dear  to  you,  increafed  by  your  prayers  in  their 
behalf:  and,  while  you  fupplicate  Heaven  for 
their  happinefs,  you  will  determine  to  promote 
it  as  much  as  you  can,  by  a  virtuous  and  exem- 
plary conduft.  Or,  fhould  you  fuffer  from  af- 
fliction, of  whatever  kind  it  may  be,  are  you 
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in  bodily  pain,  you  will  be  able  with  humble 
confidence  to  afk  a  blefling  on  the  means  which 
are  ufed  for  your  recovery.  At  the  fame  time 
befeeching  God  to  increafe  your  patience,  and 
to  fortify  your  refolution  to  Bear  whatever  he 
ihall  ordain  vou  to  undergo.  Nor  can  you  ima- 
gine, till  you  have  learned  by  experience,  what 
a  fatisfa&ion  you  will  receive  from  this  exercife. 
All  other  pleafures  are  inHpid';  all  amufements 
lofe  the  power  of  pleafing  ;  when  we  fiiffer 
from  bodily  indifpofitien  :  but  \\c  feel  that* 
God  is  able  to  aflifl  us;  that  though  outward1' 
applications  are  vain',  thong'h  medicine  fhould' 
not  immediately  relieve,  yet  that  God  can  give 
fuccefs  to  the  kindnefs  of  our  friends,  and  im- 
part a  healing  influence  to  what  is  adrainidered 
ta  us, 


"WHATEVER  therefore  is  your  fituatnoit; 
ever  diftreiTed  your  circusiiSiances,  look  up  to 
him  who  is  a  refuge  in  trouble.  If  you  mourn 
the  death  of  your  parents,  God  is  the  father 
of  the  fatherlefs-,  lae  prote&eth  the  caufe  of 
the  orphan  ;  his  mercy  caa  fupply  to  you  that 
greatefi:  loJGs^  and:  raifs.  up  n£.w  friends,  to  che« 
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tifh  and  inilrud  you.  Endeavour  to  become 
worthy  of  his  Favor,  by  a  ftri&  attention  to  your 
•duty,  and  you  may  approach  his  throne  with 
full  reliance,  that  he  will  he»r  you  in  the  time 
-of  trouble.  He  has  told  you,  in  his  word,  to 
call  upon  him  ?  and  that  "  thofe  that  come 
unto  him  he  will  in  no  wife  caft  out."  Does  he 
not  know  your  every  fecret  diflrefs,  although 
you  cannot  reveal  it  to  any  mortal  ear  ?  If  you 
«ne  -difregarded  by  thofe  you  are  with,  if  you 
feel  forfaken  and  neglefted,  remember  for  your 
comfort,  that  you  have  a  friend,  who  (if  yon 
are  good)  will  never  leave  nor  abandon  you.  A 
friend,  whom  death  cannot  deprive  you  of; 
\vhom  abfence  cannot  fever ;  who  will  be  pre- 
'fent  in  every  danger,  and  who  has  the  ponvfTy 
as  well  as  the  kindtarfs  to,  aflift  you  m  -all  the 
poflible  calamities  you  can  experience.  Seek  to 
him  then  from  the  firfl  dawn  of  reafon ;  accuflom 
your  heart  to  implore  that  facred  afliftance,  to 
give  you  increafe  of  knowledge  and  wifdom. 

IN  all  your  enjoyments  remember  to  acknow- 
ledge his  mercy:  in  all  your  improvements  thank 
him  for  the  happinefs  of  inftru&ion,  and  for  the 
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powers  which  enable  you  to  receive  it.  When 
you  fee  others  deftitute  of  health,  deprived  of 
iight,  of  the  ufe  of  their  limbs^  or  of  any  of  the 
comforts  which  you  are  fo  happy  as  to  enjoy  ; 
let  it  excite  your  gratitude  to  that  Beingj  who 
has  fo  liberally  enriched  you  with  his  gifts:  and 
let  your  compafiionate  prayers  for  the  unfortunate, 
accompany  the  praifes  of  a  thankful  heart* 

To  conclude,  remember  that  there  can  be  no 
real  piety,  without  the  exercife  of  true  devotion; 
and  that  unlefs  you  endeavour  to  recolleft  the 
object  you  addrefs,  your  thoughts  will  wander 
upon  every  other  fubjecl; :  and  while  you  kneel 
before  the  God  of  Heaven,  if  occupied  by  the  va- 
nities of  earth,  be  affured,  that  from  fuch  prayers 
you  can  experience  no  fatisfa£tion,  nor  hope  to 
have  them  accepted  by  the  fearcher  of  hearts* 
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U  N  D  A  T     XI. 


OX       CHARITY* 

•CUR  ROUND  ED  with  all  the  comforts, 
fupplied  with  every  neceflary,  and  abound- 
ing with  the  fuperfluities  of  life,  young  perfons 
are  apt  to  forget  the  fuiTerings  of  thofe  in  a  leff 
happy  fituation.  They  know,  indeed,  that  the 
foor  and  the  unfortunate  exift  in  fome  obfcure 
dwellings  ;  and  when  they  bcbdd  thefe  miferable 
objects,  the  fight  of  them  may  infpire  fome 
tranfient  feelings  of  companion.  But,  my  young 
friend,  a  Chrifiian  mud  do  more  than  pity  the 
wretched.  If  you  would  imitate  the  example 
of  your  Divine  Matter,  you  muft  relieve  their 
diftretTcs  ;  you  muft  alleviate  their  forrows,  and 
foften  the  ligours  of  poverty.  Perhaps  you 
will  think,  that  as  you  have  but  a  fmall  allow- 
ance at  your  age,  the  duty  of  charity  may  be 
H 
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cxcufed.  Yet  confider,  that  if  you  can  difpofe 
but  of  a  little,  your  own  wants  are  all  amply 
fupplied ;  and  you  may  furely  fpare  from  the 
gratifications  of  fancy,  to  thofe  who  are  deftitute 
of  every  convenience. 

CONSIDER  how  many  worthy  families  eat 
to-day  their  fcanty  portion  ;  and,  when  they  rife 
from  their  unfatisfied  meal,  the  cravings  of 
hunger  are  hardly  appeafed  •,  and  yet  they  are 
uncertain  where  to  find  the  next  fupply.  How 
many  to  the  horrors  of  penury,  add  the  bitter 
pangs  of  difeafe?  Reflect  for  a  moment,  how- 
hard  you  find  it  to  fuffer  the  agony  of  pain, 
although  relieved  by  every  art  of  medicine,  and 
foothed  by  the  kind  endearments  -of  every 
fympathizing  friend  !  But  if  you  could  repair 
to  the  defolate  manfion  of  poverty,  you  would 
behold  none  of  thefe  comforts  to  abate  the 
•anguifti  of  the  fufTerer.  Unknown  to  the 
•world,  the  phyfician  is  not  fummoned  to  his 
afliftancc  ;  thofe  neceffaries  which  might  allevi- 
ate the  diftemper,  he  has  no  money  to  procure. 
Unable  to  rife  and  provide,  by  his  ufual  labour, 
for  his  accuftomed  fupply,  he  muft  lay  there 
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and  perifh,  unfeen,  unattended,  unaffifled,  and 
unlamented.  Or,  if  he  have  the  blefling  of  re- 
lations, his  wife  and  children  do  but  too  often 
(hare  the  fame  unhappy  fate.  Shut  up  together 
in  one  fmall  unwholefome  apartment,  they  breathe 
the  infectious  air  of  iicknefs,  till  the  like  difor- 
der  extends  to  each  of  them,  and  they  have  only 
the  additional  mifery  of  being  the  mournful  wit- 
neffes  of  each  others  fufferings. 

THINK  not  that  I  am  fpeaking  of  imnginary 
woes:  fuch  fcenes  which  1  have  mentioned  are 
but  too  frequent  and  too  real.  The  living  and 
the  dead  are  mingled  together  in  the  fame  con- 
trafted  room,  and  all  the  horrors  cf  Iicknefs 
and  poverty  are  aggravated  by  the  unwholefome 
connexion.  Little  do  JQU  think,  while  you  are 
in  a  ftate  fo  different,  while  you  perhaps  are 
vexed  and  provoked  at  every  trifling  difappoint- 
ment,  how  many  at  this  moment  fuller  the  moft 
heart-rending  calamity !  how  many  are  confined 
in  a  loath fome  prifon,  far  from  their  wretched 
•families,  who  are  left  to  ftarve  in  their  ab- 
fence  ; — confined  for  the  want  of  a  trifling  fum 
II  2 
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•vrhich  they  have  not  ability  to  discharge.  I 
dare  fay  you  will  pity  fuch  diftrefs;  but  what 
can  you  do  ?  Can  it  bo  thought  that  the  fmall 
ihare  of  riches  you  pofiefs  can  any  way  afilffc 
fuch  heightened  calamity  ?  Perhaps  not  ;  but 
in  fuch  a  cafe  God  will  accept  the  benevolent 
defign  inftead  of  the  intended  deed :  for  he  aecept- 
eth  "  according  to  what  a  man  Jkat&}  and  not  ac- 
cording to  what  he  hath  nat" 

BUT  thefe  pages  may  be  read  by  fome  in 
more  affluent  circumftances :  to  all,  however, 
the  widow  of  Zarepbath,  and  the  poor  woman 
\vho  threw  her  two  mites  into  the  treafury, 
are  held  forth  as  ati  example.  I  do  not  mean 
that  any  are  expefted  to  make  themfelves  poor 
by  their  d<mctioe)s  to  others  :  but  that  even  thofe 
in  indigent  circumftances,  by  difpenfing  a  little 
of  their  fmall  ftore  to  thofe  who  are  (till  lower 
than  themfelves,  may  be  entitled  to  that  pro- 
vidential care  which  ordained,  *;  that  the  bar- 
rel of  meal  fhould  not  wafte,  nor  the  cruife 
of  oil  fail,  till  the  Lord  fent  rain  upon  thq 
cauh,'* 
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I  \VOULD  wifh,  therefore,  to  perfuade  my 
young  readers,  inftead  of  fpending  the  whole 
portion  allotted  to  their  own  difpofal,  in  baw- 
bles,  trinkets,  or  whatever  objects  may  engage 
their  inclination  ;  to  referve  a  part  Tor  the  re- 
lief of  the  neceffitous.  And,  if  they  have  any 
fentiments  of  religion  or  duty,  if  they  have  any 
feelings  of  humanity,  they  will  not  efteem  the 
fum  which  they  fo  dedicate,  as  productive  of 
little  pleafure.  On  the  contrary,  they  will 
find,  that  to  have  contributed  to  flop  the  falling 
of  one  tear  from  the  overcharged  eye  of  affliction  ; 
to  have  fed,  though  but  for  one  meal,  the  ftarv- 
ing  appetites  of  a  hungry  family  ;  to  have  cloth- 
ed, though  but  with  a  thin  covering,  the  fhiver* 
ing  body  of  the  naked  fufferer  ;  will  afford  them 
more  true  fatisfaftion  to  reflect  upon,  than  they 
could  receive  from  the  moft  elegant  trinket  which 
the  hand  of  luxury  might  prefent. 

SUCH  toys  may  be  the  occafion  of  prefent 
pleafure  ;  but  that  gratification  is  foon  pafl  :  the 
eye  foon  grows  familiar  to  the  moft  beautiful  pro- 
ductions of  art,  and  indifference  will  then  fuc- 
cecd  to  defire.  But  in  the  exercife  of  duty,  in 
H3 
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promoting  the  happinefs  of  others,  there  is  an 
enjoyment  which  will  laft  for  ever  ;  as  every  re- 
colle&ion  of  a  good  a&ion  is  a  return  of  the  feli- 
city which  it  firft  beftowed. 

BY  a  habit  of  prudent  ceconomy  much  may 
be  faved  ;  and  if  you  lay  afide  what  in  your  con- 
fcience  you  think  you  can  fpare  from  your  in- 
come, to  be  difpofed  of  in  charitable  ufes,  you 
\vill  have  a  fund  ready  at  all  times,  and  be  more 
cafily  difpofed  to  difcharge  your  duty  in  this  re- 
fpetr.,  than  if  you  confider  each  particular  fum 
as  depriving  you  of  fome  indulgence.  For  what- 
ever you  think  it  reafonable  to  dedicate  to  this 
benevolent  purpofc,  you  ought  to  regard  as 
the  property  of  the  poor;  and  not  allow  your- 
felf  to  be  fo  unfaithful  a  flcward,  as  to  fpend 
their  fmall  provifion  in  your  own  vanity  or 
pleafure. 

WITHOUT  fuch  a  diflribution  you  will  be 
apt  to  put  off  your  good  intention  to  a  future 
period,  to  wait  for  objefts  in  greater  need  than 
thofe  whom  you  could  immediately  afliil ;  and 
in  ftiort,  to  grow  hardened  againft  the  feelings 
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of  pity,  by  the  mean  arguments  of  felfifh  avarice. 
I  would  certainly  advife  you  to  a  difcreet  choice 
of  the  objefts  of  your  bounty  ;  in  this,  as  in 
every  other  cafe,  your  parents  will  be  your  befl 
advifers:  and,  if  you  accuflom  yourfelf  to  rcflsft, 
you  will  eafily  perceive  what  cafes  are  particularly 
deferving  your  compaflion. 

.  IT  is  impoflible  to  lay  down  any  general  rule 
in  a  matter  which  each  one's  circurnftances  muft 
determine.  The  higher  in  life  Providence  has 
placed  you,  the  more  exenfive  ought  to  be  your 
charities.  Nor  can  your  time  be  employed  to 
greater  advantage,  than  in  attending  to  fuch  tale* 
of  diftrefs  as  may  be  mentioned  before  you.  It 
will  not  be  eafy  at  your  age,  to  feek  out  (in 
perfon)  the  fufferers  who  want  your  a fli (lance  ; 
but  you  may  enquire  of  others  for  thofe  melan- 
choly obje&s  with  which  every  neighbourhood 
does  but  too  unhappily  abound.  Or  it  is  moft 
probable,  that  within  your  own  acquaintance, 
you  are  connected  with  fome  families,  whofe  ho- 
ncfl  induftry  is  inefficient  for  their  fupport. 

IF  you  are  earned  to   difcharge   this  obliga- 
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tion  to  your  fellow-creatures,  you  can  nevar 
be  long  in  want  of  the  method  or  the  means. 
Frugality  will  aflift  you  in  the  moft  material 
part  ;  and  the  world  is  but  too  full  of  the  unfor- 
tunate,  to  make  the  difcovery  of  them  a  very 
difficult  tafk. 
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ON       CANDOR. 

J^HERE  is  a  charity  due  to  mankind  in  general, 
which  is  much  more  extenfive  in  its  ftgni- 
fication  than  that  of  alms-giving.  The  one  re- 
lates only  to  the  poor,  the  other  comprehends 
many  virtues,  and  is  explained  by  St.  Paai,  in 
hi*  epiflle  to  the  Corinthians,  as  the  fubftance  of 
all  our  focial  duties.  This  charity  he  tells  us, 
"  fuffereth  long,  and  is  kind  ;  it  is  not  eafily 
provoked,  thinketh  no  evil,  rejoiceth  not  in  ini- 
quity, but  rejoicelh  in  the  truth." 

I  SHALL  not  attempt  to  extend  your  thoughts 
at  preterit  to  the  whole  of  the  amiable  pi£rure 
which  the  Apoftle  has  drawn  of  this  divine 
virtue;  but  confine  myfelf  to  that  charity, 
which  difpofes  us  to  bear  with  our  fellow- 
creatures,  and  to  judge  kindly  of  their  aftions  : 
not  to  expofe  thtir  faults  without  occafion,  or 
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fo  delight  in  iniquity   as   to   take  pleafure  in  evil 
fpeaking. 

IT  is  often  feen  that  young  perfons  of  good- 
nature and  understanding,  are  guilty  of  this  fault 
through  mere  inattention.  They  have  heard  feme 
of  their  acquaintance  reprefented  as  behaving 
improperly  ;  and  without  any  further  refle&ion, 
repeat  to  the  next  company  with  whom  they  are 
engaged,  all  the  invidious  particulars.  This  may 
indeed  furnifh  matter  for  prefent  converfation ; 
but  you  fhould  confider  the  future  confequence.  A 
good  name  is  a  property  of  fuch  ineftimable  value, 
that  nothing  can  recompence  its  lofs.  Nor  can 
you  tell  how  far  the  repeating  an  ill-natured 
anecdote  may  affecl;  the  abfent  pcrfon.  Thofe 
who  firil  told  you  the  unkind  report,  may  have 
fpoken  the  truth  ;  but  confider  how  many  ways 
truth  may  be  altered  in  the  reprefentation  ;  and 
the  perfon  fo  accufed  might  be  able  to  juftify 
himfelf  entirely  by  the  account  of  fome  circum- 
flances,  or  fome  unknown  reafon,  which  would 
fully  vindicate  his  conduct. 

Is  it  not  highly    unchriflian  then   to    run   the 
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chance  of  injuring  the  innocent,  for  the  trifling 
amufement  of  having  fometbing  to  fay?  But,  per- 
haps, you  find  a  greater  enjoyment ;  the  perfons 
you  defcribe  to  others  in  a  ridiculous,  or  a  blame* 
able  light,  may  have  excited  your  envy  by  their 
good  qualities,  or  by  being  in  a  more  agreeable 
fituation  than  yourfelf ;  and  therefore  you  are 
pleafed  with  an  opportunity  to  receive  any  thing 
to  their  prejudice. 

BUT  is  this  either  generous  or  juft  ?  Should 
you  like  in  fimilar  circumftances  that  they  fhould 
aft  fo  by  you  ?  How  would  you  wifh  to  be 
treated  if  you  had  done  any  thing  wrong  ? 
Should  you  approve  of  thofe  who  would  publifh 
the  tale  to  others  ?  Could  you  efteern  or  love 
them  ?  On  the  contrary,  if  you  had  been  fpoken 
of  with  flight  and  contempt,  and  any  perfon  had 
vindicated  your  character,  had  checked  the  re- 
ports of  ill  nature,  or  mentioned  your  praife- 
\vorthy  aftions  ;  would  it  not  infpire  you  with 
a  tender  regard  for  them  in  future  ?  You  would 
experience  a  fatisfuclion  in  their  company,  and 
and  feel  delighted  to  hear  of  their  fuccefs.  Sure- 
Jy,  then,  the  fame  motives  ought  to  excite  every 
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one  to  be  careful  how  they  ridicule  the  follies 
or  imperfections  of  their  acquaintance.  It  be- 
trays  a  contemptible  narrownefs  of  mind,  is  in* 
confident  with  the  candid  fpirit  of  a  Chriftuuti 
and  with  that  great  example  of  charity  which 
our  Divine  Mafter  displayed,  when  he  fo  mildly 
told  the  accufers  of  the  woman  taken  in  adultery, 
that  tho£e  who  were  without  fen  among  ft  them, 
fhould  caft  the  firft  ftone  at  her.  ThoiSe  who 
had  been  fo  vehement  and  earned  in  calling  for 
juftice  on  her  crime,  *'  went  out,"  fays  the 
facred  hiftorian,  "  one  by  one,  being  convi£ted 
by  their  own  confciences." 

AND  certainly  this  tvas  recorded  to  teach  us$ 
that  even  where  a  perfon  is  rtally  guilty  of  a 
fault,  we  ought  not  to  aggravate  their  crime, 
and  publifh  it  to  others  ;  but  to  rcfleft  how  many 
errors  we  ourfclves  are  confcious  of,  and,  if  we 
are  judged  with  rigour  and  feverity,  how  little 
claim  we  can  have  to  kindnefs  or  pardon. 

PERHAPS  you  will  fay,  the  offence  is  well 
known  ;  it  is  become  the  public  talk  :  very  likely 
this  may  .be  the  cafe :  but  had  the  $$  propagators 
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of  an  ill  report  been  a&uated  by  charity^  the  fcan- 
dai  would  not  have  fpread  fo  widely. 

EVERY  one  to  whom  you  repeat  it,  (if  before 
ignorant)  becomes  an  additional  perfon  informed, 
who  will  have  it  in  his  power  ftill  further  to 
extend  all  the  bad  confequences  which  attend  a 
lofs  of  reputation,  and  render  it  fo  much  the 
more  difficult  for  the  offender,  by  a  future  re- 
formation, to  regain  a  forfeited  good  name. 

IN  truth,  there  is  no  opinion  more  dangerous 
to  a  young  perfon,  than  the  idea,  that  their 
example  is  of  no  ufe  in  fociety.  It  is  by  the 
addition  of  units  that  all  numbers  muft  be  com- 
pofed ;  and  therefore  each  one  may  be  of  general 
fcrvice  by  his  virtues,  or  of  general  evil  by  his 
vices;  as  they  each  add  ftrength  to  the  caufe, 
either  of  religion  or  of  wickednefs. 

IF    you  corrupt  one   companion   by   your   fol- 
lies ;   that  one  may   in    like  manner  feduce  a  new 
acquaintance:    till   your  guilt,    and  the  ill  effefts 
of  your  mifdemeanors,  may  extend  to  thoufand$, 
I 
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In  like  manner,  though  you  efteein  yourfelf  of 
fuch  trifling  confequence  in  life  ;  be  affured,  that 
by  a  regularly  pious  conduft,  you  may  influence 
numbers  to  follow  the  fame  noble  path  :  and 
however  it  may  not  appear  to  be  your  work  at 
prefent,  yet  you  know  not  from  what  feemingly 
unnoticed  circumftances  a  good  impreflion  has  been 
frequently  produced.  You  may  reft  certain,  that 
there  is  nothing  more  likely  to  make  others  imi- 
tate and  love  you,  than  a  conftant  attention  to 
that  divine  precept,  "  Of  always  doing  unto  others 
as  you  would  they  fhould  do  untoj'oa." 

CONSCIENCE  in  this  cafe,  if  you  confult  her 
faithfully,  will  dictate  the  proper  conduft.  As 
jou  would  like  to  be  treated,  fo  behave  to  all 
with  whom  you  are  connected.  Indulge  no  felifh 
paflion  at  the  expence  of  good-nature.  The 
fafeft  fide  is  always  to  be  kind.  You  cannot  err 
in  concealing  the  infirmities  of  others,  where  tntth 
or  honor  does  not  require  the  publication  :  and  by 
a  heedlefs  repetition  of  all  you  may  hear,  you 
are  liable  to  occafion  much  unhappinefs.  Do 
not  encourage  ungenerous  fufpicions,  for  "  Cha- 
rity thinketh  no  evil." 
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The  appearance  of  an  a£uon  is  often  deceitful, 
and  Ci  to  his  own  matter  each  one  mud  fUnd  or 
fall."  God  only  is  the  fearcher  of  hearts,  and 
can  be  acquainted  with  the  fecret  motives  which 
may  aggravate  or  excufe. 

"  JUDGE  not,  and  ye  fhall  not  be  judged. 
Condemn  not,  and  ye  {hall  not  be  condemned. 
For  with  what  judgment  ye  judge,  yc  (hall  be 
judged :  and  with  what  meafure  you  mete,  it  fhaH 
be  meafured  fco  you  again/' 
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S  UN  D  A  r     XIII. 


ON       DEATH. 

T  THINK  I  cannot  better  clofe  thefe  medi- 
tations, than  with  a  fubjeft  which  muft  con- 
cern every  reader  ;  with  a  fubjecl;,  though  it  may 
appear  to  be  moft  diftant  from  thofe  for  whofe 
ufe  this  little  volume  is  defigned,  yet,  as  the 
tenure  of  life  is  fo  uncertain,  the  ywngeft  reader 
may  be  perhaps  the  frjl  to  experience  the  con- 
fequence  of—  death. 

THERE  are  fo  many  accidents,  fo  many  dif- 
tempers  from  which  no  prudence  can  fecure,  no 
fituation  ean  exempt,  nor  the  flrength  and  vi- 
vacity of  youth  guard  their  pofleflbr,  that  you 
will  do  well,  to  confider  how  far  you  are  inte« 
refled  in  that  momentous  period. 

DEATH,  my  dear  friend,  has  no  terrors  but 
•what  are  the  conference  of  guilt.  It  is  tht 
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happy  iromcnt  when  every  temptation  (hall  ceafe, 
when  every  evil  fhall  be  at  an  end ;  and  what 
matters  it  if  you  arc  called  from  a  world  of  trou- 
ble at  an  early  age  :  happy  will  be  your  lot,  to 
be  fpared  from  all  the  dangers  that  might  fhake 
your  virtue  in  a  longer  trial.  The  only  thing 
therefore  which  (hould  concern  you  in  the  prof- 
peel:  of  this  folemn  period,  is  to  confider,  whe- 
ther you  are  prepared  for  that  future  judgment 
which  is  to  follow. 

You  know  what  are  your  defigns,  and  how 
far  you  endeavour  to  a£b  up  to  that  reafon,  and 
thofe  advantages  which  the  Almighty  has  given 
you.  "  Beloved,"  fays  the  apoflle,  "  if  our 
heart  condemn  us  not,  then  have  we  confidence 
toward  God."  That  is,  if  upon  a  ferious  exa- 
mination of  your  life,  after  fincerely  confidering 
the  motives  of  your  conduft,  and  comparing 
your  actions  with  what  you  know  is  expected 
from  you  :  if  then  you  can  faithfully  f*y, — I  have, 
as  far  as  I  could,  conftantly  endeavoured  to  do 
my  duty  ;  I  have  tried,  by  reading  good  books, 
to  improve  my  underftanding,  and  to  follow  the 


Advice,  and  profit  by  the  examples  which  they 
afforded  me  ;  I  have  obferved  the  inftru&ions  of 
my  parents,  and  obeyed  them  in  all  things  with- 
in my  power  ;  when  I  have  been  guilty  of  any 
offence,  I  have  been  forry  for  it,  implored  the 
pardon  of  my  God,  and  determined  to  be  more 
careful  for  the  future ;  I  can  truly  fay,  that  I 
have  felt  no  envy,  malice,  nor  ill-will  to  any 
ene,  but  have  done  fome  good  in  the  world, 
though  perhaps  it  has  been  in  my  power  to  be 
more  ufeful ;  I  have  been  honourable  and  juft, 
have  fhiftly  obferved  the  truth,  both  in  my  words 
and  aftions  •,  I  repent  of  all  my  fins,  and  hope  in 
the  merits  of  my  Redeemer  ;— If  you  can  fay  this 
without  evafion,  (I  do  not  mean  as  a  boaft  of 
your  good  deeds  to  others;)  and  can  anfwer  as 
in  the  prefence  of  the  Almighty,  that  this  has 
been  your  courfe  of  life,  and  your  conflant  en- 
deavour ;  then  you  may  q-uit  this  life  without 
fear  ;  and  have  a  juft  foundation  for  confidence 
in  God. 

RE  ME  MB  EH,  that  to  deceive  youifelf,  and  to 
hide  your  faults  by  vain  excufesr  however  it 
may  nvvj  quiet  your  conscience,  will  be  of  no 
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avail  at  the  day  of  judgment.  Every  emotion 
of  your  heart  is  known  to  the  Divine  Being. 
Be  not  afraid  theiefore  to  own  your  tranfgref- 
fions,  and  to  confefs  them  before  him  at  pre- 
fent  ;  bat  while  you  have  life,  health,  and  op- 
portunity, determine  to  amend.  Whatever  may 
have  been  your  failings,  arid  how  private  foever 
they  may  have  been  committed,  they  are  known, 
•with  every  aggravated  circumftance,  to  your 
Judge. 

Tins  thought  cannot  be  too  deeply  impref- 
fed.  Every  paffionate  emotion,  every  ill-natur- 
ed intention,  however  difguifed  ;  every  deceitful 
v/ord,  -with  each  angry  revengeful  refolution ; 
in  fhcrt,  every  evil  thought  is  known  and  remcm- 
b<*red  by  God.  The  days,  and  months,  and 
years  of  life  fucceed  each  other  fo  fwiftly,  and 
are  fo  much  alike,  that  you  may  be  apt  to  forget 
the  period  of  death,  though  it  will  certainly 
arrive.'*  Many  as  young  as  yourfelf,  are  every 
hour  furpiifed;  and  vyho  can  tell  how  foon  it 
may  bo  you*  fate  ? 

IF  you  defer  your  amendment  to  a  jpore  con* 
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venicnt  feafons  that  promifed  feafon  may  never 
arrive.  You  may  not  live  to  fee  the  time  you 
have  fixed  for  your  improvement ;  and  how  fad 
will  be  the  reflection,  that  for  the  fake  of  fome 
prefent  trifle,  to  obtain  fome  flight  gratification, 
you  have  forfeited  your  honor  by  deceit,  loft 
your  good  temper  by  petulance  and  refentment, 
or  in  any  manner  incurred  the  difpleafure  of 
God! 

A  goad  confcience  is  the  greatefl  felicity  :  that 
alone  can  give  you  fatisfaction  through  life,  and 
comfort  you  in  the  hour  of  death.  With  the 
aflurance  of  having  acted  rightly,  how  delightful 
is  the  profpect  of  futurity  !  The  greateit  and 
bed  of  Beings  is  your  friend.  He  will  not  be 
extreme  to  "mark  what  you  have  done  amifs, 
but  will  pardon  the  natural  imperfections  of  his 


creatures. 


Wilful  crimes  alone,  continued  in  without  re- 
pentance or  reformation,  will  fubject  you  to  the 
mifery  and  punifhment  of  a  future  (late.  But 
then  no  evtijijns  can  deceive  his  knowledge.  Rer 
collect  this,  and  examine  yourfelf  impartially. 
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Do  not  accufe  otkers  of  being  the  occafion  of 
your  crimes.  Each  one  muft  anfwer  for  his 
own  guilt.  You  will  not  be  judged  by  the  msa- 
fure  of  their  tranfgreflions,  nor  acquitted  for  their 
yirtues.  Did  you  know  your  Duty  ?  Did  you 
practife  it  ?  Anfwer  to  yourfeif  thefe  plain  quef- 
tions,  and  feek  not  to  juflify  what  you  perceive 
has  been  faulty,  by  blaming  others.  Suppofe, 
for  inftance,  that  your  companions  have  been 
paffionate  and  provoking  ;  that  was  tbeir  offence, 
for  which  they  muft  anfwer.  To  you  this  inju» 
rious  behaviour  was  a  temptation.  How  did 
you  bear  it  ?  If  you  were  angry  in  return,  gavo 
back  defiance  for  their  menaces,  refolved  to  ba 
fpiteful  in  future,  and  tease  them  when  you 
fhould  have  power;  this  will  be  your  guilt,  and 
you  may  dread  its  punifhment. 

IP  others  fail  in  their  duty  it  does  not  ex* 
cufe  you.  The  being  provoked  by  unkind  treat* 
ment  may  add  to  the  merit  of  a  mild  and  gentle 
demeanour;  but  can  never  fet  afide  the  neceffity 
of  virtue.  We  are  too  apt,  efpecially  in  tho 
warmth  of  youthful  rcfentment,  to  think  we  havo 
a  right  to  return  malevolence  by  equal  ill-nature. 
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But  this  is  the  fuggeftion  of  anger  not  of  Juij  : 
and  when  you  come  to  be  on  a  Tick  bed,  to  be 
in  danger  of  death,  you  will  think  differently. 
The  prefent  is  the  only  time  to  make  ufe  of 
good  refk&ions,  by  putting  them  in  pra&ice. 
Spare  yourfelf  then  the  pain  of  future  remorfe, 
by  confidering,  while  you  have  opportunity,  how 
your  actions  will  appear  to  you  at  fuch  an  aw- 
ful period.  With  what  pleafure  you  will  then 
recolleft  the  refinance  you  have  made  to  any 
evil  inclination  :  what  joy  you  will  experience 
in  reflecting  upon  every  good  action  ;  how  much 
delight  it  will  be  to  confider  each  inftance  of 
your  fnt&ritj)  obedience^  afftflion,  and  piety.  How 
infinitely  will  every  facrifice,  or  felf-denial,  be 
overpaid  by  the  confideration  of  the  reward  to 
which  you  are  haftening.  And,  as  this  time 
muft  arrive  at  fame  feafon  of  your  life,  as  you  do 
not  know  how  foon  it  may  furprife  you,  is  it 
not  worth  all  your  care  and  attention  to  make 
k  happy  and  defirable  ?  To  avoid  all  the  ago- 
nies of  a  guilty  confcience,  terrified  by  the  dread 
of  punifhment,  and  a  fear  of  meeting  that  God, 
who  is  the  friend,  the  protestor^  and  the  graci«* 


SUNDAY     EVENINGS.  107 


ous  reivar&r  of  the  'virtuous?  Let  me,  therefore, 
in  conclufion,  entreat  you  to  remember  how 
trifling  every  earthly  concern  will  appear  to 
you  when  you  come  to  die.  .  Let  me  conjure 
you  to  prefent  your  early  days  as  a  pleafmg  of- 
fering to  Heaven  ;  not  to  embitter  your  future 
hours  by-  mifpending  the  prefent.  To  arm  your 
mind  with  fortitude ;  and  by  reflecting,  that  if 
now  you  fuffer  difficulties,  hereafter  you  fhall  re- 
joice in  Heaven.  If  vice  appear  more  eafy 
and  alluring,  and  virtue  require  fome  trouble 
to  obey  her  at  all  times,  yet  the  recompencc 
that  awaits  you  is  glorious;  and  the  evils  you 
will  avoid  are  dreadful  beyond  any  thing  you 
can  imagine. 

ALL  that  has  been  faid  in  the  foregoing  pages 
is  intended  to  promote  the  caufe  of  religion  and 
truth,  and  however  defective  may  be  the  exe- 
cution, it  is  mod  fmcerely  defigned  to  advance 
your  real  intereft. 

WITH  the  molt  ardent  wiflies  for  your  wel- 
fare, the  author  concludes  this  little  work; 
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entreating  the  young  reader  to  refleft  feri- 
oufly  upon  its  contents,  and  to  remember, 
that  the  fubjefls  are  worthy  of  the  moft  atten- 
tive confideration. 
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